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BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

State law authorizes the County to establish a sterile needle exchange program to assist in the 
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prevention of communicable diseases attributable to persons sharing needles to inject controlled  

dangerous substances.  The proposed legislation establishes the advisory committee and 

operating criteria for a needle exchange program in the County.  Before a program may begin, the 

County Council, sitting as the Board of Health, must approve the program design recommended 

by the advisory committee and the Health Officer.  
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