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Some Good Outcomes Some Hard-Fought 
Compromises 

Some Lingering Issues 

State’s Budget and 
Fiscal Plan: 

 
- Transportation shortfall 

threatened local roads 
 

- Great outcome! HUR 
protected, fight next yr. 

Affordable Housing Focus 
Yields Multiple Bills 

 
- Broad density/incentives 

bill passes, with heavy 
local input, many 
changes. 

 
- Optional “vacancy tax” 

State Budget Situation 
 

- Multi-year forecast looks 
upside-down, with 
revenue weakness and 
Blueprint costs ahead. 

 
- Issues will remain, FY26+ 

Solar/Energy Siting 

- Multiple efforts to reduce 
local oversight failed. 

- Issue will remain active in 
years ahead- a hot topic 

Paid Leave Law 

- Implementation timetable 
pushed back to July ‘25 

- Avoided large fees on 
private plan employers 

Community College Funding 

- Cade formula rewritten; 
proposed cutback halved 

 
- Study/work ahead to 

refine student count, etc. 
Court-ordered Treatment 

 
- Local option w/State, 

less burden on 
jails/hospitals 

Adult-use Cannabis 
 

- More clarity on on-site 
locations, limitations 

Blueprint Pressures 
 

- Costs and 
implementation remain 
challenging 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“DENSITY BONUSES” 
FOR ACHIEVABLE 

HOUSING 

OVERRIDE LOCAL 
ADEQUATE PUBLIC 

FACILITIES ORDINANCE? 

CANNOT BACK-DOOR 
DENY HOUSING 

PROJECTS 

CERTAIN STATE-SUPPORTED 
PROJECTS NARROWED 

BONUSES, NON-STACKABLE 
 

OUT OF THE BILL – 
OVERCROWDING CONCERNS 

 
NARROWED LANGUAGE RULES 

OUT A “DE FACTO DENIAL” 
THROUGH NON-ZONING 

 
HB 805 – CANNABIS ZONING FOLLOW-UP 

BILL 
 

GENERAL 
REASONABLENESS 
ON-SITE LOCATIONS 

 
DISTANCE FROM 
SENSITIVE SITES 

 
NOT IN 

“NEIGHBORHOODS” 

CANNOT CREATE LIMITS 
STRICTER THAN THOSE IN PLACE 

FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
SELLERS 

UP TO 1/2 MILE 
FROM ANOTHER DISPENSARY 
500 FT FROM SCHOOL, PARK, 

CHURCH, ETC 

AT LEAST 100FT FROM 
RESIDENTIAL AREA 

HB 538 – GOVERNOR’S AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING INITIATIVE 

TWO TRICKY ZONING-RELATED 
ISSUES FROM THE 2024 SESSION 
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On the latest episode of the 
Conduit Street Podcast, Sarah 
Sample talks with Marie Grant of 
the Department of Health about 
the implications of Maryland’s 
new court-ordered mental health 
treatment law. 
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