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Evaluation for Historic Site 

Designation

Yates and Mary Boswell House
6500 40th Avenue, University Park

(Documented Property 66-029-09)



Southeast corner and front elevation, April 2023.



Southeast corner,  April 2023.



Partial north elevation showing fenestration of the main block,  April 2023.



Partial north elevation,  April 2023.



Partial north elevation and northwest corner,  April 2023.



West (rear) elevation,  April 2023.



Boswell House partial south elevation,  April 2023.



Boswell House partial south elevation,  April 2023.



6500 40th Avenue, University Park (Source: PGAtlas)



Section 5A, Blocks 17, 20, 21 (property outlined in red)



Washington Post photo of recently completed house, May 21, 1939



Yates P. Boswell Sr.’s 1942 draft card, showing the Boswell House address







Historic and Cultural Significance

1.A. (i) has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of the County, State or Nation   

1.A. (ii) is the site of a significant historic event

1.A. (iii) is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society

1.A. (iv) X exemplifies the cultural, economic, industrial, social, political or historical heritage 

of the County and its urban and rural communities

Architectural and Design Significance

2.A. (i) X embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of

construction

2.A. (ii) X represents the work of a master craftsman, architect or builder

2.A. (iii) possesses high artistic values

2.A. (iv) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction

2.A. (v) X represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood,

community or County due to its singular physical characteristics or landscape

1. Staff concluded that the Yates and Mary Boswell House can be found to meet

four of the nine designation criteria of Subtitle 29-104(a):

Conclusions



2. Staff further concluded that, in weighing both the alterations 

that have been made to the house and the current 

representation of the resource type within the Inventory of 

Historic Resources, the Yates and Mary Boswell House can be 

found to possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or 

contain the values and qualities for which it is judged 

significant.

Conclusions



The Historic Preservation Commission recommends to the 

Planning Board and District Council that the Yates and Mary 

Boswell House, Documented Property 66-029-09, and its 

0.24-acre Environmental Setting (Lot 1 of Block 21, “Section 

5A University Park”), be designated a Prince George’s County 

Historic Site as meeting the following criteria in Subtitle 29-

104(a): (1)(A)(iv); (2)(A)(i); (2)(A)(ii); and (2)(A)(v).

Recommendation


