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This is a companion bill to CB-83-1995 which would become effective at the same time  (July 1, 

1996) and abolish the Adequate Public Facilities Test (APF) for schools in the Zoning Ordinance.  

Audits and Investigations finds no negative fiscal impact on the County as a result of adopting this 

bill.  CB-84 has been  found to be in proper legislative and legal form.  No amendments were 

offered.  The Committee directed staff to highlight the fact that the Adequate Public Facilities 

Test (APF) for schools is currently applicable only in Comprehensive Design Zones (CDZ) and 

Mixed Use Community Zones (M-X-C).  This bill will broaden the application to coincide with  
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the imposition of a school facilities surcharge in all zones.  Currently CDZ's account for no 

more than 20% of all development in the County.  This legislation is the result of a School 

Facilities Task Force recommendation.  The Prince George's Chamber of Commerce submitted 

comments in support of CB-84.  The Prince George's County Civic Federation submitted comments 

in opposition. After a brief discussion, the Committee voted for a favorable report on CB-84-1995. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

During the 1995 legislative session, the General Assembly adopted legislation (HB 460) authorizing 

Prince George's County to impose a school facilities surcharge on new residential construction.  The 

legislation expressly stated that the payment of this surcharge eliminates the application of any 

adequate public facilities test for schools.  Legislation has been presented to the Council establishing 

the surcharge, which would be imposed on all residential building permits applied for after July 1, 

1996.  This companion legislation eliminates the APF test for schools in the Zoning Ordinance, as 

directed by State law if the surcharge is to be imposed.  
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