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Action Text:
This Council Bill was presented by Council Member Fisher and referred to the
Planning, Housing and Economic Development Committee.

AFFECTED CODE SECTIONS:
27-5102 27-5101 27-4202

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:

This bill expands the allowable residential uses in the Residential, Rural (RR) Zone to permit high
density dwellings under limited circumstances. Subtitle 27 of the County Code permits only
single-family detached dwellings by right in the RR Zone, a zone characterized by larger lot sizes (min.
20K sq ft) and lower allowable density (2.17 dwelling units per acre). This bill amends the use table to
allow two-family and townhomes on lots in the RR Zone, provided that the lot is located both inside the
Capital Beltway and within a half mile of transit service or 500 feet of higher density residential zones.
To accommodate these higher density uses, this bill also amends the intensity and dimensional standards
of the RR Zone, eliminating the minimum lot size and increasing both allowable density and maximum
lot coverage. Finally, the bill requires detailed site plan review of these higher density uses, requiring
applicants to demonstrate compatibility with the surrounding area, set aside area for green/open space
and provide for at least one public benefit.
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