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This bill will require the installation and use of driver safety systems in taxicabs licensed by the
County. Each taxicab shall be equipped with one of the following driver safety systems: (1) a
shield, (2) a camera recording system, or (3) a driver-operated flashing light.

Upon the showing of an economic hardship by the holder of the certificate, the Director of
Environmental Resources shall loan, from County funds, the cost to purchase and install the required
or alternative driver safety device and the loan is to be repaid to the County in no more than twelve
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months.

The legislation was amended on page 3, lines 26-30 and page 4, lines 1-14.
There will be a negative fiscal impact on the County related to the amount of interest lost on the loan.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

Because taxicabs generally operate on a cash basis, drivers are targets for robbery and are subject
to battery during the course of a robbery, often resulting in death or injury. The proposed
legislation provides for the purchase of camera recording devices by the County, for installation
in each taxicab, to deter robbery or to assist in the arrest and conviction of persons who rob or
injure taxicab drivers. Such camera systems are in use in Houston, Texas. Both Washington,
D.C. and New York City have recently authorized camera systems in lieu of mandatory shields.

There are at least 4 known manufacturers of still camera systems offered for sale in the

U. S., with additional manufacturers offering systems for use in Europe. The total cost of each
system will not exceed $700 and total costs for the entire fleet of 775 authorized taxicab
certificates will not exceed $542,500. This one-time cost will be offset by reduced costs
associated with deterred or avoided criminal activity and reduced costs to the criminal justice
system for investigation of criminal activity and the prosecution of criminal offenders.
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