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This legislation eliminates the requirement in the Zoning Ordinance that the entire resolution adopted 

by the Board of Appeals when taking an action be incorporated into the Board's meeting minutes.  

The Regional District Act already provides for this, by allowing the Board's actions to be included in 

"other records of the Board".  This bill simply amends the Zoning Ordinance to mirror the Regional 

District Act.   

. 
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The Planning Board supports the legislation, and the Office of Law finds it to be in proper legislative 

form.  Anne Carter, Administrator of the Board of Appeals, was available to respond to questions 

regarding this proposal.  

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

The Regional District Act, Art. 28, Section 8-111(e) of the Maryland Annotated Code states that 

Board actions shall be by resolution, which shall contain findings of fact and conclusions of law, 

which shall form a part of the Board's minutes or other records of the Board.  In contrast, Section 27-

231(e)(4) of the Zoning Ordinance states that Board actions shall be by resolution, containing the 

grounds and findings, and "[t]he text of the resolution and record of the members' votes shall be 

incorporated into the minutes of the Board."  The language of Section 27-231(e)(4) has existed since 

at least 1949.  Acknowledging that office procedures and technology have been modernized over the 

years, the proposed legislation would remove the requirement that the Board incorporate the entire 

text of every decision into its minutes, but rather allow the Board to permanently incorporate their 

decisions into "other records of the Board".  The language of the Zoning Ordinance would then 

conform to the language of the Regional District Act.   
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