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Committee staff summarized the purpose of the resolution and the referral comments that were
received. The Council endorses a comprehensive health care system for all Marylanders.

Mr. Vincent DeMarco and Mr. Ernie Crofoot, representing Maryland Citizens’ Health Initiatives,
spoke in support of the legislation. Mr. DeMarco addressed the Committee explaining that more
than 6000,000 Marylanders have no health care coverage at all and more than 200,000 seniors on
Medicare who have no prescription drug coverage. Over the past four years, the Maryland
Citizens’ Health Initiative, a coalition of hundreds of religious, community, labor, business and
health care groups from across the state, has worked hard to answer the how to accomplish this



CR-45-2003 (DR-1) — Summary Page 2

task. Mr. DeMarco further stated that an economically sound and politically viable plan to meet
the health care needs of Marylanders has been put together. More than 500 organizations across
the state have endorsed the plan. The plan has two essential principles: everyone in the state
should have quality, affordable health care, and everyone should pay their fair share of the cost.
These goals would be accomplished through a public-private partnership that would build upon
the private insurance system now in place.

The Legislative Officer finds it to be in proper legislative form.
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