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This legislation will allow the razing of vacant commercial or industrial properties which:

1) have been cited as public nuisances pursuant to Subtitle 13 and
2) remain in violation of the public nuisance citation for more than twelve months.

As proposed, the County may initiate legal action to raze the property after the two above conditions
exist and the property owner is given six months notice of the County's intent. A public nuisance is
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deferred in Section 13-231 of the Code asa "... physical condition... which may reasonably invite or
encourage trespassing...". This legislation does not apply to historic sites, which are specifically
exempted.

The provisions proposed in CB-98-1996 relative to commercial properties reflect current law
applicable to residential properties (Section 13-113.00.01). The Board of Appeals may grant a
variance or waiver of the provisions of CB-98-1996 due to pending litigation regarding legal
ownership of the property or the settlement of an insurance claim.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

The County has noted a proliferation of abandoned commercial and/or industrial premises in recent
years. Such uses blight the areas in which they are located and can be used as havens for illegal
activities. This legislation will enable the Department of Environmental Resources to cite such uses
as a public nuisance, and order them razed if not brought into compliance with the Code within
twelve months.
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