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This bill clarifies that the conversion of  a one-family detached dwelling to a building containing up 

to 3 dwelling units does not occur until the building is structurally altered and the additional dwelling 

units are occupied.  Prior to a recent Circuit Court decision, a "conversion" was considered the 

structural alteration of the building.  The Court interpreted "conversion" to mean occupancy. This 

type of conversion is permitted by right in 6 of the single-family zones under 3 conditions: if the 

conversion occurred prior to November 29, 1949, if the owner resides in the building, and if a valid 

u&o permit was in effect in 1986.   It is permitted by Special Exception in these zones if it was in 
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existence prior to November 29, 1949,  but either the owner does not reside in the building or a u&o 

permit was not in effect in 1986,  and if it was in existence between November 29, 1949 and 

November 18, 1980.  In all other cases, specifically conversions not in existence as of November 18, 

1980, this type of conversion is prohibited.  With the addition of the language in this legislation, all 

references to "conversion" will include both structural alteration and occupancy. 

 

The Legislative Officer finds the bill to be in proper legislative form, the Department of 

Environmental Resources opposes the legislation as proposed, and the Planning Board supports the 

legislation.       

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

This legislation is to clarify legislative intent and administrative practice regarding requests to 

convert a one family detached dwelling to a building containing up to 3 dwelling units.  Conversion 

within the scope of this type of request, does not occur until the building is structurally altered to 

include additional dwelling units and these additional dwelling units are occupied.  Structural 

alteration alone is insufficient to prove conversion. 
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