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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2007 Legislative Session 

Resolution No.    CR-13-2007 

Proposed by   Council Member Harrington 

Introduced by     Council Members Harrington, Dean, Bland, Olson, and Exum 

Co-Sponsors  

Date of Introduction   March 6, 2007 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION concerning 1 

The Repeal of Maryland’s Death Penalty and 2 

Imposition of Sentence of Life Imprisonment Without Parole 3 

For the purpose of establishing the Prince George’s County Council position and urging the 4 

Governor and the General Assembly to repeal all statutes and provisions of death sentencing in 5 

Maryland and replace the death penalty with a sentence of life imprisonment without the 6 

possibility of parole as the highest penalty in the state. 7 

 WHEREAS, the political and social arguments for and against the use of capital 8 

punishment have persisted over many years both nationally and in Maryland; and 9 

 WHEREAS, the citizens of Prince George’s County believe respect of human life is best 10 

exemplified by safe-guarding life rather than taking a life; and 11 

 WHEREAS, in 2000 then Maryland Governor Parris Glendening issued an Executive Order 12 

placing a death penalty moratorium and authorized a study of racial disparity and fairness issues 13 

by the Criminology Department at the University of Maryland College Park; and 14 

 WHEREAS, in January 2003 a comprehensive study, entitled An Empirical Analysis of 15 

Maryland’s Death Sentencing System with Respect to the Influence of Race and Legal 16 

Jurisdiction, was released by Professor Raymond Paternoster, which found that the jurisdiction 17 

where the murder was prosecuted and the race of the victim did affect the application of the 18 

death penalty in Maryland; and 19 

 WHEREAS, the Maryland Court of Appeals recently ruled that Maryland’s procedures for 20 

lethal injection were implemented without public input required under the State’s Administrative 21 

Procedure Act and therefore are ineffective until properly adopted; and 22 
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 WHEREAS, the State of Maryland has already had one inmate, Kirk Bloodsworth, who 1 

was sentenced to death but later exonerated of all crimes, indicating the threat of executing an 2 

innocent person is too great to continue a death penalty regime; and 3 

 WHEREAS, the Maryland General Assembly is currently considering legislation in HB 4 

225/SB 211 to repeal the death penalty and replace it with the sentence of imprisonment without 5 

the possibility of parole; 6 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Prince George's 7 

County, Maryland, that we urge the Governor and the General Assembly to repeal Maryland’s 8 

death penalty statutes and provisions and replace them with a sentence of life imprisonment 9 

without the possibility of parole. 10 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded by the Clerk of the 11 

Council to the Governor, the Chief Judge of the Maryland Court of Appeals, the State Senate 12 

President, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the Prince George’s County Senate and House 13 

Delegations of the General Assembly, the State Attorney General and the State’s Attorney for 14 

Prince George’s County . 15 

 Adopted this            day of                          , 2007. 

        COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE 

GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

 

 

       BY: _________________________________ 

Camille A. Exum 

Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Redis C. Floyd 

Clerk of the Council 


