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Committee Vote: Favorable as amended, 3-0 (In favor: Council Members
Bell, Casula and Fletcher).

The proposed regulations establish the eligibility requirements for
participation in the Opportunity Housing Program as well as guidelines
for the administration of the program. Prior to participation, non-
profit organizations must be certified by the Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD). Once a specific parcel of County owned
land is selected, all certified organizations are invited to submit
development proposals. DHCD will evaluate the proposals and select an
organization based on prescribed criteria. The selected non-profit
organization then makes written request to the District Council for
conceptual approval prior to the normal development review process. The
regulations also describe the criteria for eligible households.

The Department of Housing and Community Development offered an amendment
regarding the resale of the property. Language was added which will
require a percentage of the value of the property to revert to the



County in the event that the property is resold within ten years of
original transfer. The Legislative Officer offered technical
amendments. These amendments were accepted by the Committee.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory
requirements)

CB-67-1991 amended the County's Housing Code to include Opportunity
Housing, an affordable housing program to be sponsored by a certified
non-profit housing organization on surplussed County owned land. CB-
66-1991 amended the Zoning Ordinance to permit townhouse developments in
all residential zones, excluding O-S, R-A and R-E zones, subject to site
plan approval and an impact study.

Section 13-260 requires the County Executive to propose regulations for
the administration of the Opportunity Housing Program for the approval
of the County Council by Resolution.



