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This resolution provides for the County Council’s support of congressional bill H.R. 4217, which will rename the
National Guard Challenge Program and increase the maximum federal matching share of the cost of State programs
by 65% in fiscal year 2005, 70% in FY 2006 and 75% in FY 2007.

The National Guard Challenge Program was established in 1993 as a pilot program to target participants who are
unemployed, drug-free and law-free high school drop-outs between 16 to 18 years of age.

Approximately 1,668 Maryland students have graduated from the Freestate Challenge Academy located in Aberdeen
Proving Grounds.

There should not be any negative fiscal impact on the County as a result of adopting CR-60-2004.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unigue statutory requirements)

This Resolution expresses the County Council’s support of proposed legislation to increase the maximum Federal
share of the costs of State programs under the National Guard ChalleNGe Program.
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