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Historic Site 

Designations

Nancy Tabbs House

5011 Navahoe St.

(66-000-01)

Elwood and Wilmer 

Gross House

5110 Pierce Ave.

(66-000-02)

George Henry and 

Agnes Gross House

8002 54th Ave.

(66-000-03)



1890



Annie L. Terry Hicks, b. 1873

Joseph G. Brooks, b. 1871

The Hicks Home in Lakeland (no longer extant)
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Early Lakeland



Community Social Fabric
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The Maryland Agricultural College kitchen, c. 1912

The Duchesses Social Club, c. 1950

Embry A.M.E. Church, founded 1903

Lakeland High School, built 1928

Historic Site 66-014
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School Integration
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Persistent Flooding
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Lakeland was home to a range of housing stock by the mid-to-late twentieth century

Housing Quality



Lakeland Urban Renewal Area, 1979
Image c/o Lakeland Digital Archive

The Lakeland Urban Renewal Project
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The Aftermath of Urban Renewal

Vicinity of west Navahoe Street, before and after land clearance



Historic Property 

Evaluation

Nancy Tabbs House
5011 Navahoe Street, College Park

(Documented Property 66-000-01)



Lot 10, Block 13, “Lakeland”



Oblique aerial view from north, December 2021.

Source: Pictometry via PGAtlas.com



North (Front) elevation, November 2023



West elevation, November 2023



Southwest elevation, November 2023



East elevation, November 2023



Census Record of Nancy Tabbs, 1900



Construction and Material Specification 

Contract for Nancy Tabbs’ House by

R.C. Archer Jr. , August 1935

Images c/o JET Magazine (L), Lakeland Digital Archive (R)

Romulus C. Archer, Jr. 



A young woman (possibly Jane Tabbs) sitting on 

the stairs at 5011 Navahoe Street, undated. 

Margaret Gross Gray, Viola Gross, and 

Agnes Gross (L-R) on the beach in New York.
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The Nancy Tabbs House in the 1950’s. 
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Historic and Cultural Significance

1.A. (i) has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of the County, State or Nation

1.A. (ii) is the site of a significant historic event

1.A. (iii) X is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society

1.A. (iv) X exemplifies the cultural, economic, industrial, social, political or historical heritage 

of the County and its urban and rural communities

Architectural and Design Significance

2.A. (i) X embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of

construction

2.A. (ii) X represents the work of a master craftsman, architect or builder

2.A. (iii) possesses high artistic values

2.A. (iv) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction

2.A. (v) X represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood,

community or County due to its singular physical characteristics or landscape

1. Staff concluded that the Nancy Tabbs House can be found to meet five of the nine

designation criteria of Subtitle 29-104(a):

Conclusions



2. Staff further concluded that, in weighing both the alterations 

that have been made to the house and the current 

representation of the resource type within the Inventory of 

Historic Resources, the Nancy Tabbs House can be found to 

possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent, or contain 

the values and qualities for which it is judged significant.

Conclusions (continued)



The Historic Preservation Commission recommends to the 

Planning Board and District Council that the Nancy Tabbs 

House, Documented Property 66-000-01, and its 0.266-acre 

Environmental Setting (Lot 10 of Block 13, “Lakeland,”), be 

designated a Prince George’s County Historic Site as meeting 

the following criteria in Subtitle 29-104(a): (1)(A)(iii); (1)(A)(iv); 

(2)(A)(i); (2)(A)(ii); and (2)(A)(v).

Recommendation



Historic Property 

Evaluation

Elwood and Wilmer Gross House
5110 Pierce Avenue, College Park

(Documented Property 66-000-02)



Lot 1, Block 3, “Lakeland”



Oblique aerial view from south, December 2021.

Pictometry via PGAtlas.com
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Elwood Gross and Wilmer S. Gross
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Wilmer S. Gross with daughters Maxine and Delphine at 5110 Pierce Ave.



The Baltimore Sun, June 24, 1959.A Look Into Your Future with Swift Homes, 1960. 



Images c/o Lakeland Digital Archive



Integrity

Minor alterations include widening of the driveway and replacement of the garage door 

and a rear window. 



Historic and Cultural Significance

1.A. (i) has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of the County, State or Nation   

1.A. (ii) is the site of a significant historic event

1.A. (iii) X is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society

1.A. (iv) X exemplifies the cultural, economic, industrial, social, political or historical heritage 

of the County and its urban and rural communities

Architectural and Design Significance

2.A. (i) X embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of

construction

2.A. (ii) represents the work of a master craftsman, architect or builder

2.A. (iii) possesses high artistic values

2.A. (iv) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction

2.A. (v) X represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood,

community or County due to its singular physical characteristics or landscape

1. Staff concluded that the Elwood and Wilmer Gross House can be found to meet four of

the nine designation criteria of Subtitle 29-104(a):

Conclusions



2.  Staff further concluded that, in weighing both the alterations 

that have been made to the house and the current 

representation of the resource type within the Inventory of 

Historic Resources, the Elwood and Wilmer Gross House 

can be found to possess sufficient integrity to convey, 

represent, or contain the values and qualities for which it is 

judged significant.

Conclusions (continued)



The Historic Preservation Commission recommends to the 

Planning Board and District Council that the Elwood and 

Wilmer Gross House, Documented Property 66-000-02, and 

its 0.241-acre Environmental Setting (Lot 1 of Block 3, 

“Lakeland”), be designated a Prince George’s County Historic 

Site as meeting the following criteria in Subtitle 29-104(a): 

(1)(A)(iii); (1)(A)(iv); (2)(A)(i); and (2)(A)(v).

Recommendation



Historic Property 

Evaluation

George Henry and Agnes Gross 

House
8002 54th Avenue, College Park

(Documented Property 66-000-03)



Lot 2, Block 3, “Lakeland”



Oblique aerial view from east, December 2021.

Pictometry via PGAtlas.com



East elevation (façade), October 2023



Northeast corner, October 2023.



Southwest corner,  October 2023.



Rear (west) elevation, October 2023.



Northwest corner,  October 2023.



George Henry Gross, Jr. and Agnes Harrison Gross
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1938 Aerial View
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Gross Family Home

Greene Family Home

Gray Family Home Photographs c/o Lakeland Digital Archive





George Henry and Agnes Gross at 8102 54th Avenue
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“We want to have 

individual homes. To say 

we couldn’t buy them, or 

afford them – it should 

be left up to us to decide 

whether we can or not.”

Agnes Gross, 1977

The Washington Post,

August 11, 1977



Image c/o Lakeland Digital Archive



Integrity

The house has seen only minor 

alterations to secondary elevations



Historic and Cultural Significance

1.A. (i) has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of the County, State or Nation   

1.A. (ii) is the site of a significant historic event

1.A. (iii) X is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society

1.A. (iv) X exemplifies the cultural, economic, industrial, social, political or historical heritage 

of the County and its urban and rural communities

Architectural and Design Significance

2.A. (i) X embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of

construction

2.A. (ii) represents the work of a master craftsman, architect or builder

2.A. (iii) possesses high artistic values

2.A. (iv) represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction

2.A. (v) X represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood,

community or County due to its singular physical characteristics or landscape

1. Staff concluded that the George Henry and Agnes Gross House can be found to meet

four of the nine designation criteria of Subtitle 29-104(a):

Conclusions



2.  Staff further concluded that, in weighing both the alterations 

that have been made to the house and the current 

representation of the resource type within the Inventory of 

Historic Resources, the George Henry and Agnes Gross 

House can be found to possess sufficient integrity to convey, 

represent, or contain the values and qualities for which it is 

judged significant.

Conclusions (continued)



The Historic Preservation Commission recommends to the 

Planning Board and District Council that the George Henry 

and Agnes Gross House, Documented Property 66-000-03, 

and its 0.186-acre Environmental Setting (Lot 2 of Block 3, 

“Lakeland”), be designated a Prince George’s County Historic 

Site as meeting the following criteria in Subtitle 29-104(a): 

(1)(A)(iii); (1)(A)(iv); (2)(A)(i); and (2)(A)(v).

Recommendation


