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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE DATE: 10/21/92

Committee Vote: Favorable as amended, 5-1 (In favor: Fletcher, Bell,
Casula, Castaldi and MacKinnon; Opposed: Del Giudice)

The Department of Environmental Resources offered amendments to the
bill which would completely abolish the Landlord-Tenant Commission and
all references to it (per memorandum dated 9/21/92). These amendments
directly addressed concerns raised by members of the District Court,
(the Honorable Judge Frank Kratovil and the Honorable Judge Tim Rhodes)
regarding their inability to grant relief in Landlord-Tenant cases when
a non-functioning Landlord-Tenant Commission exists on the books of a
local jurisdiction.

Substantial discussion occurred regarding efforts to continue providing
information and mediation services at the County level. The



Department of Environmental Resources indicated that Landlord-Tenant
calls would be referred to the Attorney General's Office and Baltimore
Neighborhoods, Inc., a private organization which offers assistance on
a statewide Dbasis. The Committee discussed alternatives, including
volunteer mediation boards and increasing multifamily licensing fees to
fund full time positions. No consensus was reached on an alternative,
but CB-79-1992 as amended by DER received a favorable recommendation.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory
requirements)

The current Landlord-Tenant Code places responsibility for enforcement
of this 1legislation on the Department of Environmental Resources.
Implementation of the FY93 budget reductions has necessitated the
abolishment of the three positions assigned to the Landlord-Tenant
Office. This revision leaves the Landlord-Tenant Commission in place
and requires that DER provide secretarial support to the Commission
during its deliberations. The enforcement provisions performed by DER
are, for the most part, also contained in State law and are enforceable
through the Attorney General's Office.
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