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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 
HOUSING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE            DATE:  10/21/92 
 
Committee Vote:  Favorable as amended, 5-1 (In favor:  Fletcher, Bell, 

Casula, Castaldi and MacKinnon; Opposed: Del Giudice) 
 
The Department of Environmental Resources offered amendments to the 
bill which would completely abolish the Landlord-Tenant Commission and 
all references to it (per memorandum dated 9/21/92).  These amendments 
directly addressed concerns raised by members of the District Court,  
(the Honorable Judge Frank Kratovil and the Honorable Judge Tim Rhodes) 
regarding their inability to grant relief in Landlord-Tenant cases when 
a non-functioning Landlord-Tenant Commission exists on the books of a 
local jurisdiction. 
 
Substantial discussion occurred regarding efforts to continue providing 
information and mediation services at the County level.  The 



Department of Environmental Resources indicated that Landlord-Tenant 

calls would be referred to the Attorney General's Office and Baltimore 
Neighborhoods, Inc., a private organization which offers assistance on 
a statewide basis.  The Committee discussed alternatives, including  
volunteer mediation boards and increasing multifamily licensing fees to 
fund full time positions. No consensus was reached on an alternative, 
but CB-79-1992 as amended by DER received a favorable recommendation. 
                
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory 
requirements) 
 
The current Landlord-Tenant Code places responsibility for enforcement 
of this legislation on the Department of Environmental Resources.  

Implementation of the FY93 budget reductions has necessitated the 
abolishment of the three positions assigned to the Landlord-Tenant 
Office.  This revision leaves the Landlord-Tenant Commission in place 
and requires that DER provide secretarial support to the Commission 
during its deliberations.  The enforcement provisions performed by DER 
are, for the most part, also contained in State law and are enforceable 
through the Attorney General's Office. 
 
 
CODE INDEX TOPICS 
 
Housing and Property Standards 
 Housing Code 
  Amendments to Housing Code.................................13-105 

   Appeals..................................................13-117 
   Decisions................................................13-118 
 Landlord-Tenant Regulations 
  General Provisions 
   Definitions..............................................13-138 
 
  Landlord-Tenant Code 
   [Appeals........................................13-176, 13-179] 
   [Complaint 
    [Conciliation.........................................13-169] 
    [Dismissal....................................13-167, 13-172] 
    [Failure to conciliate................................13-170] 
    [Hearing, procedure...................................13-171] 
    [Investigation........................................13-166] 

    [Landlord.............................................13-165] 
    [Procedure............................................13-169] 
    [Tenant...............................................13-164] 
    [Violation............................................13-168] 
   [Defective tenancy, determination.......................13-173] 
   [Definitions............................................13-138] 
   [Determination of violation.............................13-168] 
   [Director's order, failure to comply....................13-175] 
   [Discontinuance of utility services; notice...........13-171.1] 
   [Failure to comply with order...........................13-177] 
   Fees, late...............................................13-158 
   [Hearing before commission..............................13-178] 
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   Lease agreement 

    Conditions.............................................13-161 
    Contents of............................................13-162 
   Property maintenance, landlord's duty....................13-153 
   [Rent escrow] 
    [Disbursement.........................................13-174] 
    [Notifications required...............................13-174] 
   Rental facilities in flood areas; notice to 
    prospective tenants.................................13-162.01 
   [Retaliatory actions prohibited.........................13-160] 
   Security deposits........................................13-159 
 
 [Landlord-Tenant Commission] 
  [Appeals from decision or order...........................13-179] 
  [Budget...................................................13-141] 

  [Composition..............................................13-139] 
  [Council, reports to......................................13-144] 
  [County agencies, cooperation with........................13-145] 
  [Failure to comply with order.............................13-177] 
  [Hearings.................................................13-178] 
  [Meetings.................................................13-140] 
  [Powers...................................................13-142] 
  [Publications.............................................13-143] 
  [Removal..................................................13-139] 
  [Terms....................................................13-139] 
 
 [Management Agents] 
  [License..................................................13-149] 
  [License suspension or revocation.................13-150, 13-151] 

  [Penalty..................................................13-152] 
 
 Rental Housing 
  Licenses 
   Suspension or revocation; procedure; revalidation; 
    reissuance.............................................13-187 
 
 
Rent control 
 [Effective from January 11, 1973 through March 1, 1974....13-180.1] 
 Effective from March 1, 1974 through February 28, 1975....13-108.2] 
 Effective from March 1, 1975 through February 29, 1976....13-180.3] 


