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SENT ON BEHALF OF NATALIA GOMEZ ROJAS

Good afternoon Madam Clerk, 
 
Attached is the Planning Board’s report package in response to LDR-24-2026. The signed
Planning Board letter from the Chair will be emailed on Monday, March 23rd. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you,
 
Natalia Gomez Rojas, AICP
Planner IV | Planning Director’s Office
301-780-8116 | natalia.gomezrojas@ppd.mncppc.org

Tamika Henderson

Special Assistant to Deputy Planning Director/ Planning Director's Office
Hybrid Office: 301-952-3646 | Email: tamika.henderson@ppd.mncppc.org
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        March 5, 2026 
 
TECHNICAL STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Prince George’s County Planning Board 
 
FROM:  Natalia Gomez Rojas, AICP, Planner IV - Planning Director’s Office 
 
SUBJECT: Legislative Drafting Request LDR-24-2026 


Definitions - Corrections Facility, Detention Center, and Prison. 
 
 The Prince George’s County Planning Department’s legislative team has reviewed the 
proposed legislative amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and presents the following evaluation and 
findings leading to a recommendation on SUPPORT as described in the Recommendation section of 
this technical staff report. 
 
I. BACKGROUND 
 


A. Purpose:  To add new definitions to the Zoning Ordinance for “Corrections Facility,” 
“Detention Center,” and “Prison” in order to clarify that such uses are prohibited in 
all zones in the Regional District. 


 
B. Impacted Property: This bill will impact all properties in the Regional District. 


 
 
II. EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
 Proposed legislative amendments to the Zoning Ordinance are reviewed under the 
requirements of Section 27-3501, Legislative Amendment, of the Prince George’s County Zoning 
Ordinance. The Planning Department has considered the following in reviewing this proposed 
legislative amendment: 
 


A. The Prince George’s County Zoning Ordinance; 
 
B. The Plan Prince George’s 2035 Approved General Plan; 
 
C. The current area master plans, sector plans, and functional master plans for Prince 


George’s County; 
 
D. The Prince George’s County Climate Action Plan; and 
 
E. Referral comments. 
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III. COMPLIANCE WITH LAW, ASSESSMENT OF TECHNICAL DRAFTING CONVENTIONS, AND 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
 


 The Department has determined that the proposed bill was drafted in a manner consistent 
with the legislative style and conventions of the current Zoning Ordinance. 
 


IV. POLICY ANALYSIS 
 


LDR-24-2026 proposes to add three definitions for uses currently prohibited in the Zoning 
Ordinance. More specifically, this bill will add definitions of “Corrections Facility”, “Detention 
Center”, and “Prison” to section 27-2500 – Definitions.  
 
Section 27-11001(a)(4) of the Zoning Ordinance expressly prohibits prisons, detention 
centers, and corrections facilities unless owned or operated by Prince George's County. The 
Zoning Ordinance does not, however, contain definitions for these prohibited uses which 
may lead to confusion.  


 
The proposed legislation adds clear and precise definitions for the uses referenced in 
Section 27-11001(a)(4). By establishing precise terminology, the legislation ensures 
consistent interpretation and administration of the existing prohibition while preserving 
the County’s longstanding policy framework governing these facilities. 
 
From a policy perspective, introducing definitions for these prohibited facilities promotes 
consistency in application and enforcement by reducing ambiguity in interpretation. Clear 
definitions mitigate the risk of inconsistent administrative determinations, strengthen the 
defensibility of County decisions in the event of judicial review, and provide greater 
transparency to property owners and community stakeholders regarding the scope of 
prohibited uses. 
 
For clarity purposes, the proposed bill does not create new development entitlements, nor 
amend the land use tables in Section 27-5101(c) – 27-5301(e). The substantive prohibition 
mentioned above remains intact unless the facility is owned and operated by Prince 
George’s County. In addition, when such facilities are proposed by a federal or state 
governmental entity, state law prohibits the County from imposing its zoning laws on the 
project and instead requires such projects go through Mandatory Referral Review. Section 
27-1405 of the Zoning Ordinance also states that developments owned and used by the 
State of Maryland or the federal government are exempt from the provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance. Accordingly, the proposed amendments do not expand zoning exemptions in any 
way. Rather, it ensures that the defined terms are consistent with the existing legal 
framework that applies to governmental facilities. 
 
In sum, the proposed legislation is administrative and interpretive in character, enhances 
regulatory clarity, and does not substantively modify the County’s zoning authority or 
existing exemption structure. 
 
 
 
 


 







  
 3 LDR-24-2026 
 


V. COMPLIANCE WITH EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 


Pursuant to Section 27-3501(c)(2)(B), staff finds the following with respect to the proposed 
amendment:  


 
(i) Is consistent with the goals, policies, and strategies of Plan Prince George’s 


2035 (or any successor General Plan), area master plans, sector plans, 
functional master plans, and any other applicable approved plans; 


 
 Neither Plan 2035 nor any approved master, sector, or transit district development 


plans address any of the proposed definitions. 
 
(ii) Addresses a demonstrated community need; 


 
 "Identified community need" is not defined by the Zoning Ordinance and is 


subjective. There is no community need identified in this legislation. 
 
(iii) Is consistent with the purpose and intent of the zones in this Ordinance, or 


would improve compatibility among uses and ensure efficient development 
within the County; 


 
LDR-24-2026 aligns with the purpose and intent by clearly defining certain uses that 
are prohibited in all zones outlined in the Zoning Ordinance. By establishing precise 
terminology, this legislation ensures consistent interpretation and enforcement of 
the existing prohibitions, thereby enhancing compatibility among different uses and 
promoting efficient development within the County. 


 
(iv) Is consistent with the implementation of the strategies and priority 


recommendations of the Prince George’s County Climate Action Plan; 
 


Staff have not identified any policies or recommendations in the Climate Action Plan 
related to LDR-24-2026. 


 
(v) Is consistent with other related State and local laws and regulations; and 
 


LDR-24-2026 complies with this criterion.  
 
(vi) Would avoid creating significantly adverse impacts on the natural 


environment, including but not limited to water, air, noise, stormwater 
management, wildlife, vegetation, wetlands, and the natural functioning of the 
environment. 


 
LDR-24-2026 complies with this criterion.  


 
VI. PLANNING BOARD PUBLIC HEARING  
 


 Section 27-3501(c)(2)(D) requires the Prince George’s County Planning Board to hold a 
public hearing and make comments on the proposed legislative amendment within 30 days 
of the date of the transmittal of the Clerk of the Council. Said public hearing must be 
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noticed by electronic mail at least 21 days prior to the public hearing, sent to every 
community organization in the County registered pursuant to Section 27-3407(b)(3) of the 
Zoning Ordinance, and to any person or organization registered pursuant to Section 27-
3402(d) of the Zoning Ordinance. 


 
 Notice for the public hearing on LDR-24-2026 was sent on February 26, 2026 as required 
by the Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Board public hearing will be held on March 19, 
2026, thus meeting the notice requirement of the Zoning Ordinance. 


 
 Comments offered by the public prior to and during the Planning Board’s public hearing 
will be summarized, along with the Planning Board’s comments, in the Board’s 
recommendation to Clerk of the Council. 


 
VII. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
 


Following review of LDR-24-2026 the Department is not recommending any proposed 
technical or substantive amendments.  


 
VIII. RECOMMENDATION 
 


Based upon the foregoing evaluation and analysis, the Planning Department’s legislative 
team recommends that the Planning Board adopt the findings of this report and recommend 
the Planning Board SUPPORT LDR-24-2026. 
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 


SITTING AS THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 


2026 Legislative Session 


Bill No. CB-  -2026 


Chapter No.  


Proposed and Presented by  Council Member Ivey 


Introduced by  


Co-Sponsors  


Date of Introduction  


ZONING BILL 


AN ORDINANCE concerning 1 


Corrections Facility, Detention Center, and Prison - Definitions 2 


For the purpose of adding definitions of certain uses to clarify existing language related to 3 


prohibited uses; and generally related to interpretation and definitions in the Zoning Ordinance. 4 


BY repealing and reenacting with amendments: 5 


Section 27-2500, 6 


The Zoning Ordinance of Prince George's County, Maryland, 7 


being also 8 


SUBTITLE 27.  ZONING. 9 


The Prince George's County Code 10 


(2023 Edition; 2025 Supplement). 11 


SECTION 1.  BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of Prince George's County, 12 


Maryland, sitting as the District Council for that part of the Maryland-Washington Regional 13 


District in Prince George's County, Maryland, that Section 27-2500 of the Zoning Ordinance of 14 


Prince George's County, Maryland, being also Subtitle 27 of the Prince George's County Code, 15 


be and the same is hereby repealed and reenacted with the following amendments: 16 


SUBTITLE 27.  ZONING. 17 


PART 27-2.  INTERPRETATION AND DEFINITIONS. 18 


Sec. 27-2500.  Definitions. 19 


*                *                *                *                *                *                *                *                *20 


LD
R-24


-20
26


 


FIN
AL D


RAFT







CB-  -2026 (DR-1) 


2 


Corrections Facility  1 


A publicly or privately owned building(s), and all accessory uses and structures, used to confine, 2 


house, and supervise persons held in lawful custody, including those who are serving terms of 3 


imprisonment for violations of criminal laws or who are awaiting trial for alleged violations of 4 


criminal laws, but not including temporary holding facilities that are accessory to a police 5 


station.  6 


 *                *                *                *                *                *                *                *                * 7 


Detention Center 8 


A publicly or privately owned building(s), and all accessory uses and structures in which persons 9 


are incarcerated or otherwise involuntarily confined for purposes including prior to trial or 10 


sentencing detention, fulfilling the terms of a sentence imposed by a court, or for other judicial or 11 


administrative processes or proceedings. Detention Center includes an immigration detention 12 


facility as defined in Section 1-101 of the Correctional Services Article, Annotated Code of 13 


Maryland, and any detention facility operated by a private, nongovernmental entity and operating 14 


pursuant to a contract or agreement with a federal, state, or local governmental entity. Detention 15 


Center does not include temporary holding facilities that are accessory to a police station. 16 


 *                *                *                *                *                *                *                *                * 17 


Prison 18 


A publicly or privately owned building(s), and all accessory uses and structures used for long-19 


term confinement, housing, and supervision of persons who are serving terms of imprisonment 20 


for violation of criminal laws. A prison is distinguished from a corrections facility in that a 21 


prison is considered to be a larger, long-term incarceration facility normally operated under the 22 


authority or jurisdiction of the state or federal government.  23 


 *                *                *                *                *                *                *                *                * 24 


 SECTION 2.  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordinance shall take effect forty-five 25 


(45) calendar days after its adoption.26 


 Adopted this            day of                         , 2026. 


        COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE’S 
COUNTY, MARYLAND, SITTING AS THE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR THAT PART OF 
THE MARYLAND-WASHINGTON REGIONAL 
DISTRICT IN PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, 
MARYLAND 
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       BY: _________________________________ 


Krystal Oriadha 
Chair 


ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Donna J. Brown 
Clerk of the Council 
 
 
KEY: 
Underscoring indicates language added to existing law. 
[Brackets] indicate language deleted from existing law. 
Asterisks *** indicate intervening existing Code provisions that remain unchanged. 
 
 *                *                *                *                *                *                *                *                * 
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Agenda Item Summary


Prince George's County Council


Meeting Date: 3/3/2026 Effective Date:


LDR-24-2026Reference No.: Chapter Number:


1Draft No.: Public Hearing Date:


Proposer(s): Ivey


Sponsor(s): Ivey


AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CORRECTIONS FACILITY, DETENTION 


CENTER, AND PRISON - DEFINITIONS for the purpose of adding definitions of 


certain uses to clarify existing language related to prohibited uses; and generally 


related to interpretation and definitions in the Zoning Ordinance.


Item Title:


Drafter: Josh Hamlin, Legislative Attorney


Resource Personnel: Amy Fry, Chief of Staff, At-Large Council Member Ivey's Office


LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:


Action:  Sent To:  Acting Body:  Date:  


AFFECTED CODE SECTIONS:


27-2500


BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:


This bill will clarify the Zoning Ordinance by adding definitions for certain uses that are prohibited in all 


zones under existing law. Specifically, it will add definitions of "Corrections Facility," "Detention 


Center," and "Prison."


Document(s):  LDR-24-2026 Draft 1
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PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT


PLANNING BOARD TRANSMITTAL PACKET


FOR THE


CLERK OF THE COUNCIL


MATERIALS FOR THE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA


DATE: March 20, 2026


TO: Chair Oriadha


SUBJECT: LDR-024-2026 Adding 
definitions of certain uses to clarify 
existing language related to prohibited 
uses.


TYPE OF MEETING: County Council / Consent Agenda / Presentation


COUNCIL MEETING DATE:


COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED: Presentation of LDR-024-2026 as a Zoning Legislative 
Amendment/Council Bill


ACTION REQUESTED OF THE CLERK OF THE COUNCIL:
Agenda discussion with Chair Oriadha to confirm presentation date and referral to legislative staff for 
finalization and assignment of Council Bill number.


PLANNING DIRECTOR SIGN-OFF:


DIVISION: M-NCPPC


STAFF CONTACT: Natalia Gomez  


CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER: 301-780-8116


CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:
natalia.gomezrojas@ppd.mncppc.org


ATTACHMENTS: Planning Board Votes Letter; LDR-024-2026_Staff_Report; LDR-024-2026
Summary
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