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Staff summarized the purpose of the bill and referral comments that were received. CB-73-2004 prohibits the sale of
single cigarettes in Prince George's County. It will mirror State and Federal laws as they pertain to the sale of single
cigarettes.

The Health Officer indicated that the Health Department is authorized by County Code to cite store owners and
employees for selling single cigarettes to persons under the age of 18, but not to those 18 years or older. CB-73-2004
will amend the Code and strengthen the Health Department’ s ability to enforce the County’ s tobacco laws.

CB-73-2004 establishes civil penalties against the owner and employee who are in violation. The Health Officer
indicates that the enforcement mechanism will be sting operations. Currently, there are approximately 1,000 venders
in the County with one (1) inspector and two (2) decoys.

The County Executive supports and the Office of Law find it to be in proper legislative form. The Office of Audits
and Investigations has determined that there may be positive fiscal impact on the County as a result of enacting
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CB-73-2004.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

The Health Department currently has authority to cite storeowners and employees for sales of individual cigarettes to
minors. However, the problem of individual cigarette salesto all ages has increased in the last several years. This
legislation would amend the County law to be similar to State law, which prohibits the sale of unpackaged cigarettes
to anyone. Thislegislation aso would allow the County’ s inspectors to cite storeowners and employees for selling
individual cigarettes to anyone by prohibiting sales of unpackaged cigarettes.
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