Prince George's County Council

Agenda Item Summary

Meeting Date: 2/13/2024 Effective Date: 4/9/2024

Reference No.: CR-005-2024 Chapter Number:

Draft No.: 1 Public Hearing Date:

Proposer(s):  Fisher and Oriadha

Sponsor(s): Fisher, Oriadha, Ivey, Blegay, Watson, Olson, Burroughs, Harrison, Hawkins,

Dernoga and Franklin

Item Title: A RESOLUTION CONCERNING COMMISSION ON REPARATIONS for the
purpose of highlighting the County Council’s encouragement and strong support for
the creation of a commission on providing reparations to African American
descendants of those previously enslaved in this State; appealing to the General
Assembly to create the Maryland Representations Commission in remembrance of
Harriet Tubman; and to have the General Assembly establish the Maryland
Representations Commission during the 2024 legislative session.

Drafter: Jibril Brown, Legislative Attorney

Resource Personnel:

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
Date: Acting Body: Action: Sent To:
02/13/2024  County Council introduced and referred ~ HHSPS

03/21/2024

04/09/2024

Action Text:
This Resolution was introduced by Council Members Fisher, Oriadha, Ivey, Blegay,
Watson, Olson, Burroughs, Harrison, Hawkins, Dernoga and Franklin and referred to
the Health, Human Services and Public Safety Committee.
HHSPS Favorably

recommended
Action Text:
A motion was made by Council Member Watson, seconded by Council Member
Hawkins, that this Resolution be Favorably recommended. The motion carried by the
following vote:

Aye: 5 Fisher, Hawkins, Blegay, Olson and Watson
County Council adopted

Action Text:
A motion was made by Council Member Fisher, seconded by Council Member
Oriadha, that this Resolution be adopted. The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: 9 Ivey, Dernoga, Burroughs, Fisher, Franklin, Hawkins, Olson, Oriadha
and Watson



CR-005-2024 (Draft 1) Page 2 of 2
Absent: 2 Harrison and Blegay

AFFECTED CODE SECTIONS:

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:

The State of Maryland formally expressed its apology for its role in the trans-Atlantic slave trade
through a House of Delegates joint resolution in 2007 (HJ 4). Subsequent to the adoption of the House
of Delegates joint resolution members of the House of Delegates in 2020 introduced the Maryland
Reparations Commission - Establishment (Harriet Tubman Community Investment Act) bill, which did
not make it out of committee. The same bill was introduced in 2021, 2022, and 2023 legislative sessions
only to see the bill remain in committee in each consecutive legislative year. Pursuant to Section 302,
Article III of the Prince George's County Charter the County Council has "[a]ll legislative powers which
may be exercised by Prince George's County under the Constitution and laws of Maryland, including all
law making powers heretofore exercised by the General Assembly of Maryland but transferred to the
people of the County by virtue of the adoption of this Charter, shall be vested in the Council."

Document(s): R2024005, CR-005-2024 Report



