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THIS BILL WAS VETOED 

 

 

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES   DATE:  3/21/01 

 

Committee Vote:  Favorable, 5-0, (In favor:  Council Members Gourdine, Hendershot, Bailey, 

Scott and Wilson) 

 

CB-13-2001 prohibits displaying or storing tobacco products in any place that is accessible to 
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buyers of the tobacco product without the intervention of the retail seller or the retail seller’s 

agents.  The purpose of the provision is to curtail the smoking process among minors.  Each 

violation will constitute a civil violation subject to a civil fine of $100. 

 

The sponsor indicates that Howard and Montgomery counties have adopted similar legislation in 

assisting minors in delaying the smoking process.  The sponsor further indicated that the 

proposed legislation supplements state regulations concerning the sale of tobacco products.  

 

 

The Health Officer spoke in support of the legislation explaining that money would be available 

for enforcement out of the tobacco settlement. 

 

The Office of Law finds it to be in proper legislative form.  The Office of Audits and 

Investigations finds that there may be some positive fiscal impact on the County related to any 

fines collected. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

The proposed legislation is drafted to supplement state regulations concerning the sale of tobacco 

products.  Self –service tobacco displays facilitate unlawful sales of tobacco products to minors.  

The County has an obligation to reduce the health hazards associated with the use of tobacco 

products by minors.  The proposed legislation will make it more difficult for minors to 

circumvent existing state laws that restrict the sale of tobacco products to minors. 
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