PRINCE GEORGE'S|&8tNel

Budget & Policy Analysis Division

March 17, 2025

FISCAL AND POLICY NOTE

TO: Jennifer A. Jenkins
Council Administrator

Colette R. Gresham, Esq.
Deputy Council Administrator

THRU: Josh Hamlin!
Director of Bi¥dget and Policy Analysis

FROM: David Notm
Legislative get bind Policy Analyst

RE: Policy Analysis and Fiscal Impact Statement
CR-018-2025 Holistic and Sustainable Solutions for Senior Citizens Task Force -
Extension

CR-018-2025 (Proposed by: Council Member Harrison)

Assigned to the Health, Human Services and Public Safety Committee

A RESOLUTION CONCERNING EXTENSION OF TIME FOR THE HOLISTIC AND
SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR SENIOR CITIZENS TASK FORCE for the purpose of
extending the reporting time for the Holistic and Sustainable Solutions for Senior Citizens Task
Force and adding four additional members.

Fiscal Summary
Direct Impact

Expenditures: No anticipated impact on expenditures.
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Revenues: No anticipated impact on revenues.
Indirect Impact

No anticipated indirect fiscal impact.

Legislative Summary:

CR-018-2025", proposed by Council Member Harrison, and sponsored by Council Members Ivey,
Watson, Oriadha, and Fisher, was introduced on March 11, 2025. CR-018-2025 provides
additional time for the existing Task Force to assess and identify the fundamental needs of the
senior citizen population in Prince George’s County and recommend holistic and sustainable
solutions to address the needs of the senior citizen population in Prince George’s County, and adds
four (4) more members to the Task Force.

Overview:

CR-053-2024%, which was adopted on June 4™ 2024, created the Holistic and Sustainable
Solutions for Senior Citizens Task Force. The Task Force was established to address the needs of
the senior citizens in the County and develop a plan that addresses critical needs and challenges of
senior County residents, such as access to affordable and equitable healthcare, food insecurity,
housing, transportation, social services, asset planning, fraud prevention education and
recreational opportunities through a holistic approach that recognizes that needs of the County’s
senior citizen population are distinct from the County’s general non-senior population. The task
force was to meet quarterly and would present their findings and recommendations to the Council
by February 28, 2025. Task Force has been delayed in reporting recommendations due to
unforeseen circumstances and shall now be authorized to present a final written report and a
summary of its findings to the County Council on or before February 28, 2026.

Membership:

The task force consists of 11 members, including but not limited to:

(1) A representative from the Prince George’s County Association of Realtors;

(2) A representative from the Maryland State Department of Assessment and Taxation;

(3) A representative from the AARP Suitland Chapter #939;

(4) A representative from the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission;

(5) The Director of Finance or the Director’s representative;

(6) The Director of Social Services or the Director’s representative;

(7) The Director of Family Services or the Director’s representative;

(8) The County Auditor or the County Auditor’s representative; and

(9) Three (3) senior County residents, each representing a different geographic area of the County.

I Prince George's County Council - Reference No. CR-018-2025
2 Prince George's County Council - Reference No. CR-053-2024



https://princegeorgescountymd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7247720&GUID=3D76B253-054E-4D11-A918-F3FFEA36328F&Options=ID|Text|&Search=18
https://princegeorgescountymd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6710909&GUID=3A0AE7B1-4855-462E-B4A4-4F2B004240D4&Options=ID|Text|&Search=53
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Compensation:
No member Task Force is permitted to receive compensation in exchange for any services rendered

to the Task Force. Members are entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations® as provided by the County Budget.

Resource Personnel:

e Leroy Maddox, Legislative Officer

Discussion/Policy Analysis:

CR-018-2025, if adopted, would extend the existence of the Task Force established under CR-
053-2024, by making the group’s report and recommendations due February 26, and would add
the following members to the Task Force:

(1) a representative from the Department of Public Works and Transportation;
(2) a representative from Adventist HealthCare;

(3) a representative from MedStar Southern Maryland Hospital Center; and

(4) a representative from University of Maryland Capital Region Medical Center.

According to the Census Bureau, by 2050, the population of the Country aged 65 and older will
increase by a third, to over 83 million, up from just under 56 million as of the 2020 Census.*’ As
a percentage of total spending, healthcare tends to increase with age, meaning that, as the
population ages, more people will make use of healthcare assistance programs like Medicare and
Medicaid.® There is currently a great deal of uncertainty about potential spending cuts to these
programs, which help provide health coverage for 66 million seniors, in the case of Medicare and
58 million lower income individuals, in the case of Medicaid.” Medicare accounts for about 15 %
of the federal budget and Medicaid for about 6.8%.%

At the federal level, there have been a number of funding cuts proposed by Republican members
of the House Energy and Commerce Committee and the House Budget Committee. One recently
released funding bill would include a 2.8% cut in payments physicians receive from Medicare,
which would hurt providers in underserved communities, such as Prince George’s County, which
has a healthcare provider shortage, according to a 2023 report.”!® Approximately 15.52% of the

3 COMAR, Subtitle 02 Business Administration 23.02.01 Standard Travel Regulations

4 An Aging Nation: The Older Population in the United States

52020 Census: 1 in 6 People in the United States Were 65 and Over

6 A closer look at spending patterns of older Americans : Beyond the Numbers: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

7 Medicare, Medicaid Cuts Would Force Half of Patients to Delay Care: Poll - Newsweek

8 Can House Republicans Cut $880 Billion Without Slashing Medicaid? It’s Likely Impossible. - KFF Health News
9 Doctors Outraged Republican Congress To Allow Medicare Pay Cut

10 Prince George's County Healthcare and Social Needs Assessment + Investment Strategy Final Report-

compressed.pdf



https://dbm.maryland.gov/Documents/TravelManagementServices/Travel_Regulations.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2014/demo/p25-1140.pdf
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2023/05/2020-census-united-states-older-population-grew.html
https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-5/spending-patterns-of-older-americans.htm#_edn1
https://www.newsweek.com/medicare-medicaid-cuts-would-force-half-recipients-delay-treatment-2045268
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/house-republican-budget-cuts-medicaid-billions/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucejapsen/2025/03/09/doctors-outraged-republican-congress-to-allow-medicare-pay-cut/
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/default/files/media-document/Prince%20George%27s%20County%20Healthcare%20and%20Social%20Needs%20Assessment%20%2B%20Investment%20Strategy%20Final%20Report-compressed.pdf
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/sites/default/files/media-document/Prince%20George%27s%20County%20Healthcare%20and%20Social%20Needs%20Assessment%20%2B%20Investment%20Strategy%20Final%20Report-compressed.pdf
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population of Prince George’s County is over 65 years old.!! As of 2023, 13% of the County’s
population uses Medicare, which is higher than both the state and national average.'? In a 2022
report, it found that about 262,000 County residents received health insurance through either
Medicaid or CHIP.'* Medicaid and CHIP are facing the largest and most serious potential spending
cuts, as the current budget reconciliation plan calls for $8.8 trillion in cuts over the next nine (9)
years. Medicaid outlays over the next nine (9) years comes to $8.2 trillion, or 93% of the proposed
cuts, according to the Congressional Budget Office'*.

If the proposed cuts go through without alteration, it is estimated that the County would have over
45,000 people disenrolled from Medicaid or CHIP and would lose $2.5 million in Medicaid/ CHIP
funding over the next nine (9) years.'> These proposed cuts could have major implications for
seniors living within the County, thus making the Task Force’s mission to enhance County seniors’
quality of live and promote their well-being even more important.

Fiscal Impact:
e Direct Impact

Adoption of CR-018-2025 will not have any direct fiscal impact, as it merely extends an existing
task force.

e Indirect Impact
Adoption of CR-018-2025 will not have any indirect fiscal impact.

o Appropriated in the Current Fiscal Year Budget

N/A.

Effective Date of Proposed Legislation:

The proposed Resolution shall be effective upon its adoption.

If you require additional information, or have questions about this fiscal impact statement, please
reach out to me via phone or email.

11 Prince George's County Health Department :: Demographics :: Population: Age 65+

12 Prince George's County Health Department :: Indicators :: Cancer: Medicare Population :: County : Prince George's
13 PGCHealthConnect FY?22-Final-Report.pdf

14 Mandatory Spending Under the Jurisdiction of the House Committee on Energy and Commerce

15 The Republican House Budget Resolution's Potential $880 Billion in Medicaid Cuts by Congressional District -
Center for American Progress



https://www.pgchealthzone.org/?module=demographicdata&controller=index&action=view&localeId=1260&localeTypeId=0&tagFilter=942&id=1584
https://www.pgchealthzone.org/indicators/index/view?indicatorId=2055&localeId=1260
https://www.pgchealthconnect.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/PGCHealthConnect_FY22-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-03/61235-Boyle-Pallone.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-republican-house-budget-resolutions-potential-880-billion-in-medicaid-cuts-by-congressional-district/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-republican-house-budget-resolutions-potential-880-billion-in-medicaid-cuts-by-congressional-district/
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