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This legislation amends the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission’s (M-
NCPPC) Capital Budget for FY2000 and FY2000-2005 Capital Improvement Program to provide
$250,000 in funding for the Longwood Community Park — Dinosaur Fossil Area project. The
project will develop the park to provide educational and recreational amenities surrounding an
area where dinosaur fossils have been found. It is envisioned that the park will include an active
fossil recovery area where families can participate in dinosaur digs.
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Of the $250,000 that CB-61-1999 proposes to add to the FY2000 Capital Budget, $187,500 will
come from the State under Program Open Space (POS), with M-NCPPC supplying the 25% cash
match, or $62,500. There was a State Bill introduced in the 1999 Session that would have
provided $250,000 to the Commission. The Bill was approved by the Senate but was not passed
by the House of Delegates. However, the House Appropriations Committee referred this project,
along with a series of other projects, to the State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). This
was done in the belief that DNR could finance these projects from its budget. The Department
agreed to work with the Commission to identify another Commission project budgeted for POS
funding in FY2000 and fund that project through DNR’s budget. The POS funds freed up by this
transaction would then be available for the Longwood project. No existing Commission project
had funding eliminated or reduced in FY2000 to accommodate this project.

The Legislative Officer has determined that the bill is in proper legislative form. The Office of
Audits and Investigations has determined there should be no negative fiscal impact on the County
as a result of enacting CB-61-1999. The County Executive supports the legislation.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

This Bill would, in accordance with Section 2-118 of Article 28 of the Annotated Code of
Maryland, amend the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission FY2000
Capital Budget and FY2000-2005 CIP. This amendment would provide funding in FY2000 for
an existing development project to develop the dinosaur fossil recovery area at Longwood
Community Park. The funding source will be State Program Open Space funding, with a 25%
match from the Commission.
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