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Committee Vote: Favorable, 4-0 (In favor: Council Members Patterson, Campos,
Lehman and Turner)

CB-82-2013 repeals provisions of the Code which prohibits the sale, offer or distribution
of cigar and cigar products in quantities fewer than packages of five as a result of a
Maryland Court of Appeals decision which invalidated CB-47-2008 and CB-6-2009, as
being preempted by State Law.

The Legislative Officer provided background information on the history of the legislation
and litigation involving the County. The Maryland Court of Appeals ruled, in a April 25,
2013 decision in Plescia, et al and Altadis U.S.A., Inc. et al v. Prince George’s County,
MD, that the County legislation was preempted by State law in the regulation of the
packaging, sale and distribution of tobacco products. This bill would repeal only those
provisions invalidated by the Court’s decision that permanently enjoined the enforcement
of CB-47 and CB-6.

The Office of Law determines that CB-82-2013 is in proper legislative form and the
Office of Audits and Investigations determined that there should not be an adverse fiscal
impact on the County if enacted.
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(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

This legislation seeks to repeal provisions enacted by CB-47-2008 and CB-6-2009 which
prohibited the sale, offer or distribution of certain cigar and cigar products in quantities
fewer than packages of five. The Maryland Court of Appeals invalidated CB-47 and CB-
6, as being preempted by State law, in a April 25, 2013 decision in Plescia, et al and
Altadis U.S.A., Inc. et al v. Prince George’s County, MD.
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