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Staff gave an overview of the legislation and informed the Committee of referral comments that
were received. Currently, only residential properties are charged the landfill access fees. This
legislation would reduce the solid waste fee for residential properties from $50 to $30 to provide
relief to residential property owners. This reduction will create a temporary shortfall in revenues
which it is anticipated will be made up from the imposition of a similar charge on non-residential
properties. The adjustment would take place in FY 2001.
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The Legislative Officer and the Office of Law have reviewed CB-15-2000 and determined that it
is in proper legislative form. The Office of Audits and Investigations determined there would be
fiscal impact on the County in the amount of approximately $5.6 million, beginning in Fiscal
Year 2001, as a result of enacting CB-15-2000.

The Chamber of Commerce supports and provided written comments indicating that a later
effective date would mitigate the fiscal impact on the County. Therese Yewell, Chamber of
Commerce, indicated that the fees should be determined easily and should not be an
administrative burden on either the County or the business owners. The Chamber offers to work
with the County in the creation of a program to accomplish this goal.

The sponsor of CB-15-2000, explained the need for sharing of the cost of operating the County’s
sanitary landfills between residential and non-residential properties. The sponsor further
explained that the County undertook a study to provide a basis for assessing commercial fees, but
has not imposed the fee on non-residential properties nor lowered the fee assessed against
residential properties.

Due to the passing of Question I, The Legislative Officer and the Office of Law indicated that to
establish fees for non-residential owners, it would have to appear on the ballot as a referendum
for voter approval prior to implementation. It was also noted that in order to increase the
residential fees after reducing them, it would have to appear on the ballot as a referendum for
voter approval.

The Office of Law and the Legislative Officer offered the following amendments to CB-15-2000:
Page 2, Line 23, change 2001 to 2002, and on Page 2, Line 30, after the words, Act shall take
effect, add June 30, 2001 and on Page 2, Line 31, after the words, it becomes law, add, provided
however, this Act should be void and of no further effect unless a law imposing a Solid Waste
fee upon commercial properties is approved by the voters at the November 7, 2000 general
election.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

When solid waste fees were first put in place at the beginning of FY 1996, only residential
properties were charged the landfill access fees. CB-60-1996 was enacted for the purpose of
establishing a limit on residential refuse system fees and providing for the establishment of
refuse system fees for commercial properties. CB-60 permitted the sharing of the costs of
operating the County’s sanitary landfills between residential and non-residential properties,
similar to the system of allocation used by Montgomery County. It was expected that a shared
fee system would be proposed for FY 1998. The County undertook a study to provide a basis for
assessing commercial fees, but has not imposed the fee on non-residential properties nor lowered
the fee assessed against residential properties.

The proposed legislation reduces the residential fee from $50.00 to $30.00 to provide relief to
residential property owners and to help realize the legislative goal of CB-60 to provide for the
sharing of the economic burden of operating the County’s solid waste system.
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