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ARTICLE VII
Noise Control Board

[Adopted 2-22-1994 by Ord. No. 94-O-1]

§ 15-32. Duties and responsibilities.

The Noise Control Board shall perform those functions enumerated in § 138-3 of
Chapter 138 of the College Park Code, entitled "Noise."

City of College Park, MD

§ 15-32 § 15-32

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/CO0032 on 2023-11-06



§ 110-2. Penalties. [Last amended 10-8-2002 by Ord. No. 02-O-4]

Unless otherwise noted herein, the violation of a City ordinance or resolution is a
municipal infraction. The following fines and/or imprisonment for violations of various
ordinances or resolutions are applicable in the City of College Park:

Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Chapter 34, Elections

§ 34-8 False statement $400
§ 34-9 Electioneering and prohibited

practices
$400

§ 34-11 Collection or disbursement of
funds for unregistered political
committee

$400

§ 34-12 Collection or disbursement of
funds not through campaign
treasurer

$400

§ 34-13 Failure to maintain accurate
accounts

$400

§ 34-14 Prohibited contributions $400
Receipt of prohibited contribution $400
Prohibited expenditures $400

§ 34-15 [Amended
9-11-2018 by Ord.
No. 18-O-09]

Campaign finance reports and
individual expenditure reports:

Late reports (late filing fee) $25 per day or fraction
thereof; maximum of $250

Incomplete or inaccurate report;
or failure to file report

$400

False statement $400
§ 34-17 Political matter published or

distributed
$400

Chapter 38, Ethics,
Code of

§ 38-11 Conflicts of interest $400
§ 38-12 Nepotism $400
§ 38-13 Abuse of position $400
§ 38-14 Disclosure of confidential

information
$400

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
§ 38-15 Unauthorized use of City property $400
§ 38-16 Discriminatory practices $400
§ 38-17 Conflict disclosure statements:

Incomplete or inaccurate report;
or failure to file report

$400

§ 38-18 Lobbying disclosure statements:
Failure to file $400
Incomplete or inaccurate annual
report; or failure to file

$400

Ch. 78, Air Pollution
§ 78-3B Environmental impact statement

requirement, failure to file
$200

Ch. 87, Building
Construction

§ 87-3 Failure to obtain building permit $200
For each subsequent business
day which violator fails to
apply for a permit

$200

§ 87-7 Failure to abide by stop-work
order

$200

For each subsequent calendar
day

$200

§ 87-20 All other violations of chapter $50
Ch. 93, Cable Television Franchise

Chapter Penalties as set out in
§ 93-14A(1)(a) through
(m)

Ch. 102, Dogs and Other Animals
§ 102-6B Animal found at large

First violation $50
Second violation in 12-month
period

$100

Third or subsequent violation in
12-month period

$250

§ 102-11 Animal wastes:
First violation $50

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Second violation in 12-month
period

$100

Third or subsequent violation in
12-month period

$250

Remaining provisions of chapter
(see § 102-15):

First violation $100
Second violation $200

Ch. 115, Fire Safety Code [Added 6-14-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-03]
Chapter

First violation $100
Second violation $200
Each additional 24 hours $200

Ch. 119, Refuse, Solid Waste, and Special Trash [Amended 3-22-2005 by Ord.
No. 05-O-1; 1-28-2020 by Ord. No. 20-O-01]

Chapter First violation $100
Subsequent violation in 12
months

$200

Ch. 125, Housing Regulations [Last amended 9-22-2009 by Ord. No. 09-O-08]
Art. I, General
Provisions
Art. II, Standards
§ 125-8I

Grading and drainage:

First violation $100
Each additional 10 days a
violation continues is a separate
violation.
Second violation within
12-month period

$200

Third violation within
12-month period

$400

Subsequent violations within
12-month period

$500

§ 125-10F Infestation by pests:
First violation $50
Second violation $100

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Each additional 10 days $100

§ 125-10J Exterior property maintenance:
First violation $50
Repeat violation, for every
additional 72 hours

$100

§ 125-10K Driveway entrance:
First violation $50
Each additional 5 days $100

§ 125-10L Off-street parking:
First violation $50
Repeat violation, for every
5-day period

$100

§ 125-10M House numbers:
First violation $50
Repeat violation for every
additional 10-day period

$100

§ 125-10N First violation $200
Repeat violation each
additional 7-day period

$400

§ 125-10O [Added
3-22-2011 by Ord.
No. 11-O-02]

First violation $200

Repeat violation each
additional 7-day period

$400

§ 125-10P [Added
4-12-2011 by Ord.
No. 11-O-04]

First violation $200

Repeat violation each
additional 30-day period

$400

§ 125-17 Firesafety laws:
§ 125-17D For every 24 hours that

violation continues
$1,000

Remainder of section:
First violation $100
Second violation $200
Each additional 24 hours $200

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
§ 125-24 Rodents:

First violation $100
Repeat violation for every
additional 10-day period

$200

Remainder of chapter:
First violation $100
Second violation $200

§ 125-32 Failure to give notice
First violation $100
Each additional calendar day
violation continues

$100

Ch. 127 (Reserved)1

Ch. 129, Licenses and Business Regulation [Amended 2-14-2023 by Ord. No.
23-O-01]

§ 129-3 Article I:
First violation $100
Second violation $200
Each additional 5 days $200

§ 129-15 Article II:
First violation $500
Each additional day $500

Ch. 132, Litter and Graffiti
Art. II, Littering
[Amended
3-26-2019 by Ord.
No. 19-O-07]
§ 132-3 Initial violation $1,000

Subsequent violation $1,000
Violation of remainder of Article
II:

Initial violation $100
Subsequent violations in 12
months

$200

1. Editor's Note: The penalties related to former Ch. 127, Rent Stabilization, added 5-24-2005 by Ord. No. 05-O-2, as
amended, were repealed 10-14-2014 by Ord. No. 14-O-10.

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Art. III, Graffiti
§ 132-10
[Amended
10-25-2005 by
Ord. No. 05-O-11]

Graffiti prohibited; responsibility

Initial and second violation $100
Each additional 14 days $200

Art. IV, Shopping
Carts [Added
1-12-2010 by Ord.
No. 09-O-09]
§ 132-15 Storage of shopping carts

Each violation $100
Ch. 138, Noise

§ 138-5 Chapter: [Amended 7-12-2016 by
Ord. No. 16-O-04]

Citation $500
Repeat violation within any
12-month period

$1,000

Ch. 141, Nuisances [Last amended 9-8-2020 by Ord. No. 20-O-12]
Art. I, General
§ 141-1 During COVID-19 pandemic state

of emergency:
Initial violation $1,000
Subsequent violation $1,000
At all other times $50

§ 141-3A Commercial dumpsters:
Initial violation $50
Second violation $100
Each additional 30 days $100

§ 141-3B Residential dumpsters or other
receptacles

Initial violation $50
Each additional 5 days violation
continues

$100

§ 141-7 Signs and advertisments

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
§ 141-7A Signs or advertisements in City

rights-of-way
Initial violation $100
Subsequent violations in 12
months

$200

§ 141-7B Signs in a State of Maryland right-
of-way

Per sign $25
§ 141-9 Maintenance of rights-of-way:

Initial violation $50
Second violation $100
Each additional 10 days $100

Art. II, Unruly
Social Gatherings
§ 141-13 In any 24-month period, initial

violation:
Responsible person $500
Owner Warning

Second violation:
Responsible person $1,000
Owner $500

Third and subsequent violations:
Responsible party $1,000
Owner $500 and suspension or

revocation of the
occupancy permit for the
property, effective at the
end of the current leasing
period

Violation of remainder of chapter:
Initial violation $50
Second violation $100
Each additional 24 hours $100

Ch. 144, Occupancy Permits [Amended 4-12-2005 by Ord. No. 05-O-3]
§ 144-3A Failure to obtain occupancy

permit
$1,000

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
§ 144-3C Failure to prevent occupancy in

absence of valid permit
$1,000

§ 144-3D Failure to secure a written
statement signed by the tenant

$100

§ 144-3E Removal of placard $1,000
§ 144-5B False oath $400
§ 144-5E During COVID-19 pandemic state

of emergency, failure to disclose
identity of occupants

$1,000

Failure to disclose identity of
occupants at all other times

$75

§ 144-8A Chapter $100
Ch. 148, Peace and Good Order; Regulation of City Recreational Facilities
[Amended 9-13-2022 by Ord. No. 22-O-07]

Chapter $50
Ch. 151 (Reserved)2

§ 151-6 Failure to return parking permit Loss of refund
Ch. 157, Property Maintenance

Art. I, Nonresidential Premises
§ 157-4A(2) Public nuisance corrective action:

Failure to act $100
Failure to pay fine $200

Remainder of chapter:
First violation $100
Second violation $200
Each additional 30 days $200

Ch. 161, Recycling and Yard Waste [Amended 2-10-2015 by Ord. No. 15-O-01;
1-28-2020 by Ord. No. 20-O-01]

§ 161-3C First violation $25
Second violation in 12 months $50

§ 161-6 Collection by unauthorized person $100
Remainder of chapter $25

Ch. 172, Streets and Sidewalks [Amended 4-13-2004 by Ord. No. 03-O-133]

2. Editor's Note: The penalties related to former Ch. 151, Permit Parking, were repealed 6-9-2020 by Ord. No. 20-O-08.

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Unauthorized use
of public property:

First violation $50
Each additional
5 days violation
continues

$100

Violation of
remainder of
chapter

$50

Each additional
15 days
violation
continues

$100

Ch. 179, Tree and Landscape Maintenance [Added
5-10-2022 by Ord. No. 21-O-09]

Article II, Urban Forest Protection
§ 179-10 Removal or pruning greater than

20% of an urban forest tree - each
offense

July 1, 2022 - February 1, 2023 $500
After February 1, 2023 $1,000

§ 179-12 Failure to install replacement
tree(s) or to pay fee as required

July 1, 2022 - February 1, 2023 $500
After February 1, 2023 $1,000

Ch. 184, Vehicles and Traffic
Art. II, Parking
Regulations

§ 184-9H Use of an altered City permit $100
§ 184-10B Parking in an area marked by a

loading zone sign with times:
Parking violation:

If paid within 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$55

If paid after 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$65

3. Editor's Note: This ordinance provided for an effective date of 5-4-2004.

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
§ 184-15
[Amended
7-13-2004 by
Ord. No.
04-O-5]

Handicapped spaces:

Parking violation:
If paid within 15 calendar
days, including date of issue

$255

If paid after 15 calendar
days, including date of issue

$265

Violation of remainder of Article
II:

Parking violation:
If paid within 15 calendar
days, including date of issue

$35

If paid within 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$70

If paid after 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$80

Service charge for collection
of penalties

As necessary

Art. III, Parking
Meters
Violation of Article
III [Amended
5-25-2010 by Ord.
No. 10-O-03]

Parking meters and pay stations:

Parking violation:
If paid within 15 calendar
days, including date of issue

$20

If paid within 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$40

If paid after 31 calendar
days, including date of issue

$50

Service charge for collection
of penalties

As necessary

City of College Park, MD
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Chapter/Section Violation Penalty
Art. VII,
Nonresident
Parking Permits
§§ 184-43 and
184-44

Maryland vehicle registration or
nonresident permit:

If paid within 15 calendar days,
including date of issue

$55

If paid within 31 calendar days,
including date of issue

$110

If paid after 31 calendar days,
including date of issue

$120

Ch. 190, Zoning
§ 190-13 Signs:

First citation $100
Each additional day $100

City of College Park, MD

§ 110-2 § 110-2
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Chapter 138

NOISE

§ 138-1. Statement of findings.
§ 138-2. Definitions.
§ 138-3. Noise Control Board.
§ 138-4. Effect on state standards;

notification of state.
§ 138-5. Prohibited acts and

exemptions.
§ 138-6. Violations and penalties.

§ 138-7. Notice.
§ 138-8. Proceedings of Noise

Control Board.
§ 138-9. Imposition of a fine by Noise

Control Board.
§ 138-10. Copies of provisions to be

provided.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Mayor and Council of the City of College Park 9-10-1985 by
Ord. No. 85-O-5; amended in its entirety 3-24-1998 by Ord. No. 97-O-25. Subsequent
amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Dogs and other animals — See Ch. 102.

Fees and penalties — See Ch. 110.

Nuisances — See Ch. 141.

Peace and good order — See Ch. 148.

§ 138-1. Statement of findings.

The City Council finds that the people of this city have a right to an environment that is free from
noise that may jeopardize their health, general welfare or property and that there is a substantial
body of knowledge on the adverse effects of excessive noise on the public health, general welfare
and property.

§ 138-2. Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ANSI — The American National Standards Institute or its successor bodies.

BOARD — The Noise Control Board of the City of College Park, Maryland.

CONSTRUCTION — Temporary activities directly associated with site preparation, assembly,
erection, repair, alteration, or demolition on roadways or private property.[Added 9-24-2019 by
Ord. No. 19-O-09]

DAY — The period between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, and between
8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.[Amended 9-24-2019 by Ord. No.
19-O-09]

dBA — The abbreviation for the sound level in decibels determined by the A-weighting network
of a sound-level meter or by calculation from octave band or 1/3 octave band.

City of College Park, MD
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dBC — The abbreviation for the sound level in decibels determined by the C-weighting network
of a sound level meter meeting the standards set forth in ANSI S1.4-1983 or its
successors.[Added 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]

DECIBEL (DB) — A unit of measure, on a logarithmic scale, or the ratio of a particular sound
pressure squared to a standard reference pressure squared. For the purpose of this chapter, 20
micropascals shall be the standard reference pressure.

DIRECTOR — The Director of the Department of Public Services of the City of College Park.

EXTRANEOUS SOUND — A sound which is relatively intense, intermittent and of short
duration and is neither part of the neighborhood residual sound nor the sound source under
investigation. [Added 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]

NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDUAL SOUND LEVEL — The measured value which represents the
sum of the sound from all discrete sources affecting a given site at a given time, exclusive of
extraneous sounds, and those from the source under investigation. "Neighborhood residual sound
level" is synonymous with "background sound level."[Added 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]

NIGHT — The period between 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday through Friday, and between
8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.[Amended 9-24-2019 by Ord. No.
19-O-09]

NOISE — The intensity, frequency, duration and character of sound, including sound and
vibration of subaudible frequencies.

NOISE DISTURBANCE — Any noise that is:[Added 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

SOUND AMPLIFIER — Any radio receiving set, microphone, musical instrument, phonograph,
speaker(s) or other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of sound.

SOUND LEVEL — The measured level in decibels which represents the summation of the
sounds from the sound source under investigation and the neighborhood residual sounds which
affect a given place at a given time, exclusive of extraneous sound sources. In decibels, the
weighted sound-pressure level measured by the use of a sound-level meter satisfying the
requirements of ANSI SI.4, 1971, Specifications for Sound-Level Meters. "Sound level" and
"noise level" are synonymous.[Amended 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16]

SOUND-LEVEL METER — An instrument meeting ANSI SI.4, 1971, Specifications for
Sound-Level Meters, comprising a microphone, an amplifier, an output meter and a frequency-
weighting network or networks that is used for the measurement of sound-pressure levels in a
specified manner. Sound-level meters used to determine compliance with this chapter shall meet
or exceed the specifications for Type II sound-level meters.[Amended 9-24-2019 by Ord. No.
19-O-09]

SOUND PRESSURE — Minute fluctuations in atmospheric pressure which accompany the
passage of a sound wave.

Unpleasant, annoying, offensive, loud, or obnoxious;A.

Unusual for the time of day or location where it is produced or heard;B.

Detrimental to the health, comfort, quality of life, or safety of any individual or to the
reasonable enjoyment of property or the lawful conduct of business because of the
loudness, duration, or character of the noise; or

C.

Exceeds the objective standards of this chapter.D.
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SOUND-PRESSURE LEVEL — In decibels, 20 times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratio of
sound pressure to the reference sound pressure of 20 micropascals (20 micronewtons per square
meter). In the absence of any modifier, the level is to be that of a root mean square pressure.

§ 138-3. Noise Control Board.

§ 138-4. Effect on state standards; notification of state.

§ 138-5. Prohibited acts and exemptions. [Amended 8-14-2007 by Ord. No. 07-O-16;
7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04; 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

A. Creation and membership.

(1) There is hereby created a Noise Control Board to assist and advise the City in its noise
control efforts; to coordinate the exchange of noise control information with the
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and other public bodies,
agencies or commissions; to hold hearings and make findings; and to promulgate
rules to implement this chapter.

(2) The Noise Control Board shall consist of five members, four of whom shall be
appointed by the Council members, one from each of the four election districts, and
one of whom shall be appointed by the Mayor.

(3) In addition to the foregoing membership, there shall be two alternate members
appointed at large by the City Council who may attend all Noise Control Board
meetings. In the absence of any regular member of the Noise Control Board, the
Chairperson may designate one of the alternate members to participate in the hearing
of and decision on any matter coming before the Noise Control Board. In the absence
of two or more regular members of the Noise Control Board, the Chairperson shall
designate one or both of the alternate members to participate in the hearing of and
decision on any matter coming before the Noise Control Board.

B. A quorum of the Noise Control Board shall consist of three members.

C. Member terms are governed by Chapter 15, Boards, Commissions and Committees, § 15-2,
Terms and appointments. [Amended 3-10-2020 by Ord. No. 20-O-03]

D. The members of the Noise Control Board shall select from among themselves a
Chairperson.

A. Nothing herein shall be construed as promulgating a standard less stringent than the
environmental noise standards and sound-level limits adopted under Title 3 of the
Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time.

B. In accordance with Title 3 of the Environment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland,
the City shall send to the Maryland Department of the Environment a copy of each noise
control ordinance, rule or regulation that it adopts and identify on each Zoning Map,
Comprehensive Plan or other appropriate document the sound-level limits that are adopted.

A. It shall be unlawful:

(1) For any owner or occupant of real property located within the City to make or to
generate loud or raucous sound on said property, or to permit any loud or raucous
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sound to be made or generated on said property, so as to cause unreasonable
annoyance or disturbance to others living or located nearby or to create a noise
disturbance or permit the creation of a noise disturbance;

(2) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City to make any noise
or operate any sound amplifier on said property, or to permit any noise to be made or
any sound amplifier to be operated on said property, so as to be clearly audible to any
person located beyond the property line of such property at a level higher than 65
dBA during the day or 55 dBA during the night, as such sound may be measured from
any point along the curb in front of the property line upon which the noise is being
generated or at any place on adjacent property, provided that the person measuring
the sound shall first obtain the permission of the adjacent property owner to enter
upon said property. For any multifamily unit, the sound may be measured from any
point outside of the unit from which the noise emanates; and

(3) For any person to cause, suffer, allow or permit the operation of an amplified source
of sound in such a manner that it raises the total sound levels to greater than the
following permissible sound level limits, when measured from within a building on
an adjacent property.

(a) dBC above neighborhood residual sound level.

[1] Nights: three dBC.

[2] All other times: six dBC.

(4) A person may not cause or permit the emission of prominent, discrete tones and
periodic noises which exceed a level which is 5 dBA lower than the applicable level
listed in this section.

(5) A person may not cause or permit, beyond the property line of a source, vibration of
sufficient intensity to cause another person to be aware of the vibration by such direct
means as sensation of touch or visual observation of moving objects.

(6) A person may not operate or permit to be operated an off-road internal combustion
engine-powered recreational vehicle, including, but not limited to, a dirt bike, an all-
terrain vehicle, a go-cart, a snowmobile, or a similar vehicle, on private property
closer than 300 feet to a neighboring residence or the associated curtilage without the
written permission of the affected resident, unless it can be demonstrated to the City
that the vehicle can be operated within the noise limits specified in this section.

(7) A person may not cause or permit noise levels emanating from construction or
demolition site activities which exceed:

(a) Ninety dBA during daytime hours;

(b) The level specified in this section during nighttime hours.

(8) For the owner or occupant of real property located within the City to permit guests or
invitees to such property to make noise on adjacent property, whether public or
private, where that noise, if made or generated on the property itself, would violate
any provision of Subsection A of this section.
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B. It shall be unlawful for the nonresident owner of a property to permit the occupants of such
property to violate the provisions of Subsection A of this section. The owner shall not be
deemed to have violated this subsection unless the owner, or owner’s agent:

(1) Has received notice from any source, that a current or prior occupant of such property
has, or is alleged to have, previously engaged in conduct that violates this section
regardless of whether a finding of a violation by the Noise Control Board or by a court
of competent jurisdiction was made; or

(2) Has failed to take action reasonably calculated under the circumstances to prevent a
violation of this section from occurring or recurring.

C. A violation of this section shall be a municipal infraction, subject to the fine imposed by
Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.

D. Each repeat violation within a twelve-month period shall give rise to a charge as set forth
in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.

E. Exemptions.

(1) The provisions of this section may not apply to devices used solely for the purpose of
warning, protecting, or alerting the public, or some segment thereof, of the existence
of an emergency or hazardous situation.

(2) Only the following are exempted from the provisions of this section:

(a) Household tools and portable appliances in normal usage during daytime hours;

(b) Lawn care and snow removal equipment (daytime only) when used and
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's specifications;

(c) Blasting operations for demolition, construction, and mining or quarrying
(daytime only);

(d) Aircraft and related airport operations at airports licensed by the Maryland
Aviation Administration;

(e) Motor vehicles on state lands under the jurisdiction of the Department of Natural
Resources;

(f) Emergency operations;

(g) Pile driving equipment during the daytime hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.;

(h) Sound, except those sounds that are electronically amplified, between 7:00 a.m.
and 12:00 midnight, created by:

[1] Sporting events (except trapshooting, skeet shooting, or other target
shooting);

[2] Entertainment events;

[3] Other public gatherings operating under and within the restrictions set by
a permit or permission of the City; and

City of College Park, MD

§ 138-5 NOISE § 138-5

Downloaded from https://ecode360.com/CO0032 on 2023-11-06



§ 138-6. Violations and penalties. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2; 8-14-2007 by
Ord. No. 07-O-16]

[4] Athletic contests, amusement parks, carnivals, fairs at fairgrounds,
sanctioned auto racing facilities, parades, and public celebrations.

(i) Rapid rail transit vehicles and railroads;

(j) Construction and repair work on public property;

(k) Air conditioning or heat pump equipment used to cool or heat housing on
residential property. For this equipment, a person may not cause or permit noise
levels which exceed 70 dBA for air conditioning equipment and 75 dBA for heat
pump equipment;

(l) Household pets on residential property that are maintained in accordance with
local zoning requirements;

(m) Trash collection operations between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8 p.m., Monday
through Friday, and between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays.

A. Code Enforcement or Law Enforcement Officer. When a City Code Enforcement Officer,
or a state, county, University of Maryland or other law enforcement officer chosen by the
City, determines, based upon the results of a test conducted using a calibrated sound-level
meter, that noise is being or has been generated in violation of § 138-5A(2), (3), (4), (5),
(6) or (7) of this chapter, a municipal infraction citation shall be issued to the violator(s) in
accordance with the provisions of § 6-103 of the Local Government Article, of the
Annotated Code of Maryland. In the event that more than one owner and/or more than one
occupant of the real property is alleged to have violated the provisions of this chapter, a
municipal infraction citation may be issued to each alleged violator. [Amended 7-12-2016
by Ord. No. 16-O-04; 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

B. Noise Control Board.

(1) When two or more City residents submit written complaints that noise is being or has
been generated in violation of § 138-5A(1), (5), (6) or (8) of this chapter, which
complaints shall be delivered to the City Clerk, or postmarked, within 15 days of the
alleged violation, and request a hearing before the Noise Control Board, the Director
shall: [Amended 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

(a) Schedule a hearing before the Noise Control Board within 30 days of receipt of
complaints referred to in this section; and

(b) Give notice of the alleged violation to the owner and the occupant(s) of the
property upon which such violation has allegedly occurred.

(2) When a violation of § 138-5 of this chapter has been alleged in accordance with the
provisions of Subsection B of this section, the Noise Control Board shall conduct a
hearing for the purpose of determining whether such violation has occurred.

(3) When the Noise Control Board determines, in accordance with the provisions of
§ 138-8 of this chapter, that a violation of § 138-5 has occurred, the Director shall
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§ 138-7. Notice.

§ 138-8. Proceedings of Noise Control Board.

notify the violator of the determination of the Noise Control Board that a violation has
occurred and shall cause a municipal infraction citation to be issued to the violator,
in accordance with the provisions of § 6-103 of the Local Government Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland. [Amended 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

C. (Reserved)

D. The City may seek court action to abate any noise nuisance in lieu of or in addition to any
other enforcement remedies that may be available pursuant to this chapter.

E. In addition, the Public Services Director shall schedule a show-cause hearing before the
College Park Advisory Planning Commission as to why the City occupancy permit for the
property should not be revoked for three or more violations of the provisions of this chapter
that have been admitted or that have been determined in court within any twelve-month
period, and may otherwise request such a hearing for violations of this chapter at his/her
discretion. [Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04; 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-09]

A. The notice required to be given by the Director in accordance with § 138-6B(1)(b) of this
section shall: [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Include a statement of the reasons why it is being issued;

(3) Be served upon the owner or his agent and the occupant of the property upon which
the alleged violation occurred;

(4) Include a statement that the hearing referred to in § 138-6B(1)(a) of this section will
be held before the Noise Control Board on a specified date and at a specified time for
the purpose of determining whether a violation of this chapter has occurred.

B. Service of the notice on the owner or his agent and the occupant of the property pursuant
to Subsection A(2) of this section shall be made by certified mail, return receipt requested.
In the event that such notice is returned undelivered, service shall be sufficient if mailed by
regular mail and posted on the property where the violation is alleged to have occurred.

A. A hearing of the Noise Control Board conducted pursuant to § 138-6B of this chapter shall
be open to the public; however, members of the public shall not participate in said hearing
unless designated as witnesses by either the complainant(s) or the respondent(s), unless
such participation is specifically requested by a member of the Noise Control Board.

B. The proceedings of the Noise Control Board shall be taperecorded and the recording of the
proceedings shall be retained by the City for a period of not less than one year. The contents
of the tape-recording shall not be transcribed, unless otherwise required by law or requested
by the Noise Control Board.

C. Minutes of the proceedings of the Noise Control Board shall be taken by the Secretary,
when present, and shall be approved at the next meeting of the Noise Control Board.
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§ 138-9. Imposition of a fine by Noise Control Board.

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A of this section, the Noise Control Board
may, in its sole discretion, recess into closed session as part of its deliberative process with
respect to alleged violations of § 138-5 of this chapter prior to announcing its decision or
determination and to consider the substance of any rules and regulations to be promulgated
pursuant to Subsection E of this section, provided that:

(1) The exercise of the authority to deliberate in a closed session shall require a motion
and an affirmative vote thereupon by a majority of the members of the Board present
and eligible to vote;

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this section, the proceedings of the
Noise Control Board after an affirmative vote to recess into closed session shall not
be tape-recorded; however, minutes of the closed session shall be kept which shall not
be open to public inspection unless a majority of the members of the Noise Control
Board votes in favor of disclosing said minutes; and

(3) Following its deliberations, the members of the Noise Control Board shall reconvene
in open session for the purpose of entertaining a motion with respect to the Board's
determination as to whether there has been a violation of this chapter. Where the
property upon which the violation in question allegedly occurred is occupied by a
person other than the owner of such property, the Board's determination shall
separately and specifically address whether a violation has been committed by both
the owner and the occupant.

E. The members shall adopt such other and additional rules and regulations as may be
necessary with respect to procedural matters for the conduct of the hearings required by
§ 138-6B of this chapter.

A. Except as set forth in Subsection C of this section, in the event that the Board finds that a
violation of § 138-5 has occurred, it shall impose the fine set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and
Penalties. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

B. In the event that the Board finds that the owner and the occupant of real property have each
violated this chapter, the Board shall impose a fine as set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and
Penalties, upon the owner and the occupant. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

C. In the event that there are more than one owner and/or more than one occupant, the fine
shall be imposed upon each owner and upon each occupant who has been found in violation
of this chapter, except that in the event that there is more than one occupant, the fine shall
be divided proportionately among those occupants who have been found to have violated
this chapter, with the amount of the fine imposed on each occupant rounded to the nearest
dollar; provided, however, that in the event that the property is leased to a corporate entity,
the fine for a violation by an occupant shall be imposed upon such corporate entity.

D. If a violation is a first offense and is not egregious, the following mitigating factors may be
considered by the Board to warrant a reduction in the amount of the fine to be imposed:
[Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]

(1) The person subject to a fine has taken action reasonably calculated under the
circumstances to prevent or mitigate future violations of this chapter, is remorseful
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§ 138-10. Copies of provisions to be provided. [Amended 2-22-2000 by Ord. No. 00-O-2]

Owners of rental housing shall ensure that a copy of this chapter or a housing rights and
responsibilities publication produced by the city is furnished to each tenant. The city shall make
available a copy of this chapter or the housing rights and responsibilities publication to each
applicant for an annual occupancy permit.

and has a present demeanor that demonstrates a sincere desire to prevent future
violations of this chapter;

(2) The person subject to a fine has apologized, prior to the hearing, to the person(s) who
filed the complaint and other known persons who were disturbed by the violation.

(3) The violation was not lengthy in duration.

E. For each factor set forth in Subsection D above which is satisfied by the evidence, the
Board may reduce the fine set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties, by $100. In any
event, the minimum fine shall be $200. [Amended 7-12-2016 by Ord. No. 16-O-04]
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ARTICLE II
Unruly Social Gatherings

[Adopted 9-24-2019 by Ord. No. 19-O-13]

§ 141-12. Definitions.

In this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE — As defined in § 1-101 of the Alcoholic Beverages
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

ILLEGAL CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE — A drug or substance, the possession and
use of which is regulated under the State Controlled Dangerous Substances Act.1 The
term does not include any drug or substance for which a person has a valid prescription
issued by a licensed medical practitioner authorized to issue such a prescription or is
otherwise authorized by law.

PROPERTY OWNER — Any person who owns a property or has charge, care or control
of a property as a legal owner

RESIDENCE OR OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY — A residential property, including
without limitation a detached, attached, or semidetached single-family dwelling, a row
home, townhome, apartment, condominium, or other dwelling unit, or a yard or curtilage
of a residence, a hall, meeting room, hotel or motel room, whether occupied on a
temporary or permanent basis, whether occupied as a dwelling, party or other social
function, and whether owned, leased, rented, or used with or without compensation,
including contiguous properties, and any buildings, structures or other improvements
situ a ted thereon or affixed thereto.

RESPONSIBLE PERSON — An owner of, or occupant with a right of possession in, the
residence or other private property on which an unruly social gathering is conducted. A
responsible person for the unruly social gathering need not be physically present at such
gathering.

UNRULY SOCIAL GATHERING — A party, event, or assemblage of eight or more
persons at a residence or other private property where:

A. Alcoholic beverages are being furnished to, consumed by, or in possession of any
underage person in violation of state law; or

B. Behavior or conduct is occurring that results in a substantial disturbance of the
peace and quiet enjoyment of private or public property, which may include the
following:

(1) Excessive noise as prohibited in § 138-5 of the City Code;

(2) Excessive traffic that is significantly above and beyond the normal amount of
pedestrian or vehicle traffic for the day, date, and time of day for the
neighborhood;

1. Editor's Note: See the Criminal Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, § 5-101 et seq.
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§ 141-13. Unruly social gatherings prohibited.

An unruly social gathering is declared a nuisance for purposes of this chapter. It is
unlawful for a property owner or any responsible person to conduct, cause, aid, allow,
permit, or condone an unruly social gathering at a residence or other private property.

§ 141-14. Violations and penalties.

(3) Use of an illegal controlled substance by any person at the gathering;

(4) Obstruction of public streets or the presence of unruly crowds that have spilled
onto public streets;

(5) Public drunkenness or unlawful consumption of alcohol or alcoholic
beverages;

(6) Assaults, batteries, fights, or other disturbances of the peace;

(7) Vandalism of public or private property;

(8) Public urination or defecation;

(9) Littering; or

(10) Other conduct which constitutes a threat to the public safety, quiet enjoyment
of residential or other private property, or the general welfare.

A. A violation of § 141-13 is subject to a municipal infraction with a penalty as
provided in Chapter 110 of the Code and is a separate offense from any other
violations of law or offenses that occur during an unruly social gathering.

B. A municipal infraction based only on excessive noise will not be issued under this
section if one is issued under § 138-6 of the City Code for the same occurrence.
Excessive noise will not be cited as part of a municipal infraction issued under this
section unless an accurate sound-level meter reading for the same occurrence is not
feasible or practicable.

C. A Code Enforcement Officer or peace officer who determines that an unruly social
gathering exists in violation of § 141-13 may issue a municipal infraction for the
violation to all identified responsible persons. For a first offense within any twenty-
four-month period, an owner will be issued a warning. For a second or subsequent
offense in a twenty-four-month period, the owner is subject to a municipal
infraction. For a third offense in a twenty-four-month period, the owner is also
subject to suspension or revocation of any occupancy permit for the residence or
other private property.

D. The Public Services Director may schedule a show-cause hearing before the
College Park Advisory Planning Commission as to why the City occupancy permit
for the property should not be suspended for one or more years, or revoked, for
three or more violations of the provisions of this article within any twenty-four-
month period.
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§ 144-5. Mandatory disclosures. [Added 11-10-1987 by Ord. No. 87-O-7]

A. Every holder or applicant for an occupancy permit under this chapter who rents any
residential property or unit for which a permit is needed shall provide the following
disclosures to his or her tenants, renters or occupants as a condition to the renewal
or issuance of the occupancy permit: [Amended 5-10-1994 by Ord. No. 94-O-4;
9-10-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-22; 6-8-2010 by Ord. No. 10-O-05]

(1) A disclosure prohibiting any tenant, occupant, visitor or guest from making or
generating any loud and raucous sound so as to cause unreasonable
annoyances or disturbances to others living or located nearby, as set forth in
Chapter 138, Noise, of the Code of College Park.

(2) A disclosure enumerating the number of unrelated or related persons who are
legally authorized to occupy the premises and prohibiting additional
permanent occupants, as provided by Chapter 125, Housing Regulations, of
the Code of College Park or the Maryland-Washington Regional Zoning
Ordinance in Prince George's County.

(3) A disclosure requiring any tenant, occupant, visitor or guest to dispose of all
rubbish and garbage in a clean and sanitary manner, as required by Chapter
125, Housing Regulations, of the Code of College Park.

(4) A disclosure recognizing the owner's and the occupant's collateral
responsibility for maintaining clean grounds and premises, free of litter, as
required by Chapter 132, Litter and Graffiti, of the Code of College Park.

(5) A disclosure prohibiting any tenant, occupant, visitor or guest from parking
any vehicle with four or more wheels or a self-propelled vehicle with three or
more wheels on the grass or lawn of the rental premises or property unless the
surface is constructed of either concrete, asphalt, gravel or a similar dust- and
mud-free surface, as required by Chapter 125, Housing Regulations, of the
Code of College Park.

(6) A disclosure expressly stipulating that the owner will deliver the leased
premises in a clean, safe and sanitary condition, as required by Chapter 125,
Housing Regulations, of the Code of College Park and in compliance with all
applicable laws.

(7) A disclosure expressly recognizing the owner's duty to provide or make
available heat, water and hot water to the occupants and to maintain the
premises in a habitable condition, as required by Chapter 125, Housing
Regulations, of the Code of College Park.

(8) A disclosure recognizing the availability of the Community Mediation Center
to address, through mediation, any housing dispute or problem that might arise
between the parties.

(9) A disclosure wherein the owner acknowledges having given the occupants or
tenants both a fully executed copy of any written housing agreement and a
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housing rights and responsibilities publication produced and made available
through the City.

B. A property owner shall make the disclosures required by Subsection A of this
section by delivering to the occupants a fair summary of the provisions identified in
Subsection A of this section, in a form to be prescribed by the Department of Public
Services prior to occupancy. The property owner shall attest that he or she has
delivered a fair summary of the provisions identified in Subsection A of this
section, in the form prescribed by the Department of Public Services, to the
occupants of the dwelling unit in question at the beginning of the occupancy term,
by signing a statement to this effect, under oath, on the occupancy permit for the
dwelling unit. In addition to constituting a cause for revocation under the provisions
of § 144-7, a false oath shall be punishable as a municipal infraction under the
provisions of Article 23A, § 3(b)(2) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, subjecting
the violator to the penalty as set forth in Chapter 110, Fees and Penalties.
[Amended 1-10-1989 by Ord. No. 88-O-6; 5-14-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-7;
12-10-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-24; 5-10-1994 by Ord. No. 94-O-4; 10-12-1999
by Ord. No. 99-O-10]

C. A property owner shall not be obligated to provide additional copies of the fair
summary to which Section B of this section refers at the beginning of a renewal
term of occupancy by the same occupants who occupied the dwelling unit in the
immediately preceding term, provided that such occupants previously received the
fair summary, except that a property owner shall be obligated to provide such
tenants with additional copies of the fair summary if: [Amended 9-10-1991 by
Ord. No. 91-O-22; 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10]

(1) Any tenant requests an additional copy thereof; or

(2) There have been intervening changes to the form of fair summary prescribed
by the Department of Public Services. The landlord shall be responsible for
verifying at the beginning of any renewal occupancy term that there have been
no such intervening changes.

D. The occupancy permit shall contain the agreement of the property owner to
disclose, within 24 hours of the City's request, for code enforcement or other
necessary public purposes, the identity of any occupants of the dwelling unit which
is the subject of the occupancy permit and shall also contain the property owner's
acknowledgment that the occupancy permit is issued in consideration of said
agreement and may be revoked for breach of that agreement, which breach shall
also constitute a municipal infraction. [Amended 10-12-1999 by Ord. No.
99-O-10]

E. A property owner shall disclose, within 24 hours of the City's request, pursuant to
Subsection G of this section, the identity of all of the occupants of the dwelling unit
which is the subject of the occupancy permit. A municipal infraction citation issued
for failure to disclose the identity of the occupants of a dwelling unit as required by
this subsection shall not be appealable to the Advisory Planning Commission.
[Amended 9-10-1991 by Ord. No. 91-O-22; 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10;
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9-24-2002 by Ord. No. 02-O-3]

F. Each day during which a landlord obligated to make the disclosure required by
Subsection E of this section fails to make such disclosure shall constitute a separate
violation. [Added 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10]

G. The City's Director of Public Services may request disclosure of the identity of the
occupants of a residential dwelling unit as to which an occupancy permit has been
issued whenever its code enforcement or other public purposes so require, which
determination shall be made in the sole discretion of the City. Said purposes
include, but are not limited to: [Added 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10]

(1) Obtaining an administrative search warrant for an annual inspection of the
property or dwelling unit.

(2) Advising the occupants of the existence of a condition on the property which
violates the City Code.

(3) Summoning the occupants to appear at a hearing before the City's Noise
Control Board, Advisory Planning Commission or Animal Control Board.
[Amended 9-24-2002 by Ord. No. 02-O-3]

(4) Issuing a municipal infraction or other citation for violation of any provision
of the City Code.

(5) Verifying that the number of occupants does not exceed the number permitted
by law, where the Department of Public Services has observed conditions
which indicate that the property is occupied by an excessive number of
occupants.

H. A request by the City to a property owner for the names of the occupants of rental
unit under Subsection G of this section shall be made in writing and shall be
considered effective if delivered to the property owner, as that term is defined in
§ 144-2 of this chapter, the property owner's spouse or other person of suitable age
and discretion residing in the property owner's home, or the property owner's
employee. [Added 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10]

I. Nothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the Director of the Department
of Public Services or his designee from making reasonable efforts to contact the
occupants in order to obtain their identities directly; provided, however, that such
action shall not relieve the property owner of any obligation he may otherwise have
to correct any condition of the property or to prevent or ameliorate any conduct by
the occupants of such property which violates this code. [Added 10-12-1999 by
Ord. No. 99-O-10]

J. In the event that the Public Services Department determines that the owner has
fraudulently affirmed or misrepresented his/her compliance under any subsection,
the Department shall have the authority to revoke the occupancy permit after notice
and an opportunity for the owner to be heard on appeal by the Advisory Planning
Commission pursuant to the procedures of Chapter 125, Housing Regulations,
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§ 125-4C, of the College Park Code. The Commission's sole function shall be to
determine whether or not there was a fraudulent affirmation or misrepresentation
and thereby affirm or withdraw the notice appealed from. [Amended 9-10-1991
by Ord. No. 91-O-22; 10-12-1999 by Ord. No. 99-O-10; 9-24-2002 by Ord. No.
02-O-3]
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Ordering Information:
407732-KIT ................Type 2 Sound Level Meter Kit
407732-KIT-NIST ......Type 2 Sound Level Meter Kit

Individual items:
407732 ......................Type 2 Sound Level Meter
407732-NISTL............407732 with NISTL Certificate
140001 ......................Hard Carrying Case

Specifications subject to change without notice. 
Copyright © 2009 Extech Instruments Corporation. All rights reserved including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form.

www.extech.com 6/24/09 - R1

Choice of NIST Certified Kit
407732-NISTL sound level meter with single point calibration to 94dB, 

combined with a NIST-certified 407722 94dB/114dB, 1kHz professional calibrator  

Type 2 Sound Level Meter Kits 

407732-KIT Features:
• Complete with 407732 Sound Meter, microphone wind 

screen, calibration screw driver, 9V battery, plus 407722 
Sound Calibrator with 9V battery. Supplied in an attractive
hard carrying case that provides protection and organiza-
tion for your meter and accessories

Model 407732

• High accuracy meets ANSI, and IEC Type 2 standards

• High and Low measuring ranges (35 to 130dB)

• Data Hold and Max Hold functions

• Backlit display to view in dimly lit area

Model 407722

• Calibrates and verifies sound level meter operation 

• Durable double molded housing

• 1kHz sine wave at 94dB/114dB is generated to an accuracy
of 4% (frequency) and ±0.5dB

• Total Harmonic Distortion (THD) <2% at 94dB

407732-KIT-NIST Features:
• Complete with 407732-KIT plus NIST Certificate of 

Calibration of 407722 and Limited NIST calibration of 
407732-NISTL (single calibration to 94dB)

407732 Specifications:
Display 2000 count LCD
Range Low: 35 to 100dB

High: 65 to 130dB
Basic Accuracy ±1.5dB
Weighting (A & C) Yes
Response Time (Fast/Slow) Yes
Condenser Microphone 0.5" (12.7mm)
Dimensions 8.2 x 2.1 x 1.25" (210 x 55 x 32mm)
Weight 8.1oz (230g)
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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK 

COMMUNITY NOISE ENFORCEMENT 

 
I. Introduction – Robert W. Ryan, Public Services Director 

II. City Code References: 

a. Chapter 15, Article VII – Noise Control Board 

b. Chapter 110-2 – Penalties 

c. Chapter 138 – Noise 

d. Chapter 141, Article II – Unruly Gathering 

e. Chapter 144(5)(E) – Request for Tenant Names 

III. Comparison to County Noise Code 

IV. Code Enforcement Policy on Noise/Nuisance – Officer Safety 

V. Rutgers Training Program and Certification 

VI. Sound Meters and Calibration 

VII. University of Maryland Code of Student Conduct Referral 

VIII. Recommendations 

IX. Questions and Answers 
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https://ecode360.com/9897888
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

For safety, the City of College Park dispatches a City Contract Police (CPO) with a City 

Code Officer investigating noise complaints. Using DPIE or other civilian County 

inspectors for noise enforcement would still require Police assistance to protect the 

inspector. 

 

Prince George’s County Police could enforce the County Noise Ordinance. County 

Council may wish to discuss this option with the Police Chief and County Executive. 
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