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This bill will amend the County Code by regulating the collection, retention, use and
dissemination of individual Social Security account numbers provided to the County and
contained in official County records and communication.

The collection of Social Security account numbers is restricted to those instances required by law
and regulation of the Federal Government.

Any document requiring the Social Security number must be retained separately from any other
related document.
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The Office of Finance and the Office of Personnel and Labor Relations initially opposed this
legislation because it limited the collection, disclosure or dissemination of Social Security
account numbers to purposes only required by laws and regulations of the Federal Government.
As a result of the concerns stated by these offices, the sponsors of CB-6-2002 agreed to amend
the legislation. The Office of Finance and the Office of Personnel and Labor Relations endorsed
the legislation as amended.

There may be some negative fiscal impact on the County related to the costs associated with
changes in recordkeeping as a result of enacting CB-6-2002.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

The prolific use of Social Security account numbers, as a form of universal identification for
reasons unassociated with uses authorized by law or regulation, facilitates identity theft. Fraud
associated with identity theft is difficult to combat and severely disrupts the economic and
personal lives of the victims. The proposed legislation would reduce the use of Social Security
account numbers on forms and documents used by County agencies that are unrelated to the uses
specifically authorized by laws and regulations of the Federal Government. The legislation
would not interfere with Social Security and income taxation reporting obligations, but would
reduce the inappropriate and unnecessary collection, retention, and dissemination of Social
Security account numbers and related personal confidential data.
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