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This legislation allows certain improvements to nonconforming multifamily developments without
the requirement for a new or amended special exception. Currently, minor improvements such as
fences, canopies and playgrounds for multifamily buildings which are nonconforming uses, do not
require a special exception. CB-95-2000 proposes to allow new access or parking without a new or
amended special exception if also accompanied by a reduction of at least 30% in bedrooms.

Andre Gingles, of O’Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilmore, P.A., spoke in support of this
legislation. Mr. Gingles explained that CB-95-2000 will facilitate the process for redevelopment of
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the Washington Heights apartments which were constructed in the late 1960’s with Housing and
Urban Development financing. As part of the redevelopment, the 3- and 4-bedroom units will be
replaced with 1- and 2-bedroom units resulting in a 45% reduction in the total number of bedrooms.
When complete, the complex will contain fewer buildings comprised of all market rate units and
more parking.

The Planning Board supports the legislation. The County Executive takes no position on the bill.
The Legislative Officer and the Office of Law find the bill to be in proper legislative form. The
Office of Audits and Investigations determined there should be no negative fiscal impact on the
County as a result of enacting CB-95-2000.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

Improvements to nonconforming multifamily residential development are permitted under certain
circumstances without obtaining new or amended special exceptions or other approvals. The bill
allows the addition of parking or access to nonconforming multifamily residential development
without additional approvals, under certain circumstances.
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