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Committee Vote: Favorable as amended, 5-1-0 (In favor: Council Members
Bell, Casula, MacKinnon, Pemberton and Wilson;
opposed: Council Member Castaldi)

Council staff noted that this 1legislation will facilitate the
construction of beneficial improvements to multifamily developments by
waiving the requirement for certification of a nonconforming use,
validation of permits issued in error, and a Special Exception, as well
as allowing security guard booths to be located in the front yard

of the development for which it provides security. It was recommended

that Section 27-242 also Dbe amended, in order to clarify that
nonconforming multifamily developments be exempt from the requirement
for a Special Exception when making the eligible renovations.
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The Apartment and Office Building Association transmitted their
comments in favor of the legislation to the Committee.

In a letter dated June 21, the Chairman of the Planning Board requested
that "landscaping" be added to the list of eligible renovations on page
4. The Committee accepted this amendment.

It was also suggested that "Day Care Facilities" be added to the list.

Council Member Castaldi was concerned about the inclusion of day care
facilities, and stated his opposition to the amendment of the
legislation in this way.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory
requirements)

Existing multifamily dwellings are wusually nonconforming because the
development does not conform to current =zoning provisions such as
parking, landscaping, or bedroom percentages. Certification as a
nonconforming use and Special Exception approval of any proposed change
to the site plan of a certified nonconforming use is required prior to
the issuance of any permit. This discourages property owners from
performing desirable renovations such as: the addition of walls or
fences to deter drug trafficing, upgraded landscaping, canopies, or
playgrounds. This proposal would facilitate these renovations by
establishing that they are subject only to the applicable permit,
irrespective of their nonconforming status.



