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PLANNING, ZONING & ECONOMIC DEV. COM. REPORT                   DATE: 10/2/2001 

 

Committee Vote: Favorable, 4-0 (In favor: Council Members Shapiro, Wilson, Estepp and  

 Maloney) 

 

Staff explained the purpose of the legislation and the proposed changes to the Commercial Use Table 

concerning agricultural uses.  The legislation limits animal or poultry raising (other than customary 

household pets) in commercial zones. 

 



CB-71-2001 (DR-1) – Summary Page 2 

 

The Planning Board supports CB-71 indicating that the legislation will help ensure that agricultural 

animals would be raised with as few problems as possible for surrounding neighbors in the 

commercial zones.  The Office of Law finds the bill to be in proper legislative form.  The Office of 

Audits and Investigations determined there should be no negative fiscal impact on the County as a 

result of enacting CB-71. 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT 

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements) 

 

Agricultural uses are currently not restricted in commercial zones, but restrictions apply in some 

residential zones.  The bill requires a special exception for the keeping of animals or poultry on 

commercial lots under 20,000 square feet.  The bill also provides that all such uses are prohibited and 

must cease if on lots smaller than 20,000 square feet which abut occupied residential property. The 

bill also has setback requirements and a prohibition on variances. 
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