PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE REPORT
2024 Legislative Session

Reference No.: CB-16-2024

Draft No.: 1

Committee: CoOw

Date: October 8, 2024
Action: FAV

REPORT: Committee Vote: Favorable 10-0 (Council Members Ivey, Harrison,
Dernoga, Blegay, Burroughs, Fisher, Hawkins, Olson, Oriadha, and Watson)

The Prince George's County Council convened on April 30, 2024, to consider a motion to
discharge CB-16-2024 from the Government Operations and Fiscal Policy Committee the
County Council voted to discharge the legislation and refer it to the Committee of the
Whole (COW) on May 28, 2024. The Bill was held in (COW) until a final work session
on October 15, 2024.

CB-16-2024 is an act concerning Late Night Business Safety Plans that requires certain
businesses that operate between 12:00 a.m. and 4:00 a.m. to obtain a late-night safety
plan from the Prince George’s County Police Department.

This legislation would require businesses to obtain an approved late-night safety plan
before operating. It also requires that the business operates under the terms of the
approved late-night safety plan and that an approved plan authorizes the business to
operate for three (3) years. Civil fines may be levied each day a business operates without
an approved late-night safety plan.

The enactment of CB-016-2024 is likely to have an adverse fiscal impact on the County
in the form of additional expenditures related to staffing requirements associated with
implementing and enforcing the Bill's provisions. Also, the bill does not outline an
amount to be appropriated to the Grant Program. The Grant Program is used solely to
offset the costs of implementing an approved or recommended late-night business safety
plan, and any County funds appropriated to and awarded from the Grant Program would
be an additional expenditure.

During the May 28 COW, Sakinda Skinner, representing the Office of the County
Executive, requested that the legislation be held due to the need to coordinate with
several agencies. PGPD and DPIE need to be consulted.
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Council member Oriadha summarized the intent of the legislation which is to create a
safer environment around establishments that are open late. This is a way to involve
businesses and the police department to work cooperatively to keep the community safe.

Representatives from several industries voiced concerns about draft one.

Council member Fisher, a cosponsor, expressed a desire to do more work on the bill and
requested that it be held. The committee voted in agreement.

On October 15, 2024, during a COW Council member Oriadha, one of the bill sponsors,
commented that the goal is to help with accountability. We know our businesses must be
partners. This will require examining their plans, which will allow the flexibility needed.
These businesses need to be a part of the solution, and this is a tangible thing that can be
done.

Council member Fisher thanked everyone for their work in producing draft 2, which was
reviewed during the meeting and described one remaining amendment: On page 3, line
31, add 12-4.

The Office of Law found CB-16-2024 legally sufficient with no impediments to adoption.

Ms. Sakinda Skinner, representing the Office of the County Executive, stated that the
administration supports the amendments, and that the Prince George’s County Police
Department also supports them.

Council member Olson described some of the challenges faced during a similar effort 10
years ago. At the time, it was an enforcement issue, and the hours were difficult for the
PGPD to keep track of. This bill captures a broader enforcement piece than the older
concept. Also, technology was an issue and data retention. This addresses those
concerns.

County Council Legislative attorney Leroy Maddox reviewed the amendments in
proposed draft 2.

Sarah Price, representing the MD Retailers Alliance, appreciates changes to hours but is
still opposed. Hopes we align with Montgomery County for consistency across
jurisdictions.

Ellen Valentino offered to review the draft and follow up.

Brendan Mahoney voiced appreciation for the changes but remains opposed. Requested
changes to match Montgomery County’s legislation.

After further discussion, the Prince George’s County Council, sitting as the Committee of
the Whole, voted favorably 10-0 as amended.



