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April 18, 2025

The Cheverly Green Infrastructure Committee has learned that the FY2026 budget recommends the
suspension of the county’s Rain Check Rebate program and the Stormwater Stewardship Grant program.

We believe this action is unwise.

Since 2014, Cheverly residents have, with the aid of the Rain Check Rebate program, installed 84 rain
barrels, and 33 rain gardens treating a total of more than 5020 square feet. They have replaced 8635
square feet of impervious pavement with 6338 square feet of permeable pavement. In addition, they
installed one cistern, and a conservation landscaping project of 824 square feet is in the works.

It is difficult to estimate the amount of stormwater runoff these practices infiltrated into the ground and
kept from running off into the streets and our streams. Estimates would have to consider the town’s
expenses for wear and tear on our roads and maintenance of streets and storm drains. They would have
to consider the amount of erosion of stream banks prevented, and thus the eventual expense of
large-scale stormwater management projects, such as “stream restoration.”

Even less easy to estimate is the value of citizen engagement encouraged by the Rain Check Rebate
program, without which the county would have less support for its larger-scale stormwater management.

We point out that even if the Rain Check Rebate program is cut from the budget citizens will still pay the
Clean Water Act fee. Moving this revenue to general stormwater management administratively may
violate the intent of the act establishing the Clean Water Act fee.

The Stormwater Stewardship Grant program funded green stormwater infrastructure in Cheverly’s Boyd
Park and a demonstration rain garden in Town Park, both helping stretch a small town’s budget as well as
forwarding its environmental goals as recommended in the Cheverly Green Infrastructure Plan and
Approved Greater Cheverly Sector Plan.

We urge the County Council to support these valuable programs.
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