
 
 
 
November 18, 2025 
 
Prince George’s County Council 
Wayne K. Curry County Administration Building 
1301 McCormick Drive., 2nd Fl. 
Largo, MD 20774 
 
Re: Performance Audit of the Permitting Process in Prince George’s County 
 
Dear Council Colleagues: 
 
 I wanted to write to you to explain my September 26, 2025 Council Rule 18 request that 
the County Auditor conduct a performance audit of the permitting process in Prince 
George’s County.  
 
 Permitting is an essential part of quality of life in our County, most notably economic 
development. As you know, for decades, we have grappled with complaints that our 
permitting process is slow, inconsistent, and, ultimately, a major impediment to attracting 
and growing private investment in our County. Often, over the years, Council Members have 
had to intervene to ‘unclog’ permitting issues for various constituents who have been 
inexplicably ensnared by our permitting process.  
 
 The difficulties of our permitting process eventually led to the creation of the 
Department of Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (“DPIE”) in July of 2013, which 
reorganized and attempted to streamline responsibilities for permitting among the various 
agencies with permitting authority. Many of us thought this step would substantially resolve 
the persistent, inefficient, and counterproductive aspects of our permitting process. 
Unfortunately, this has turned out not to be the case as it appears that we have merely 
reorganized but not resolved our significant permitting problems. We continue to receive 
many complaints, especially from small businesses and other private sector stakeholders, 
about the unnecessary complexities of our process that they do not experience anywhere 
else in the region. Recently, one locally owned and operated business in Bowie 
experienced substantial and unexpected upfront costs due to permitting delays, causing 
them to pay rent for multiple months while waiting to become eligible for a use and 
occupancy permit. I would be happy to connect you with this business owner who can 
share her family’s story and how this experience has jeopardized her business. Her story is 
unfortunately far more common than it should be. 



 
 
 In short, many of the redundancies, inefficiencies, and delays remain in our permitting 
process and this damages our reputation for economic development and growth in our 
region, making us less competitive and hurting the growth of jobs and entrepreneurship 
and attraction of better and higher quality amenities like retail and restaurants. While we 
thought we knew what the problems were when we created DPIE, it is apparent to me that 
we need a thorough and professional review of the challenges and obstacles that remain in 
navigating our permitting process. My Rule 18 request may be conducted internally by the 
Office of Audits and Investigations, under the authority of the County Auditor.  
 
 Since my performance audit request was submitted, we have had a change in our 
County Auditor. I respectfully request that this performance audit commence once the new 
County Auditor is chosen and has a 90-day acclimation period to their new position.  
 
 I pray that you will support my performance audit request so that we conduct our 
Council responsibilities for proper agency oversight to address this longstanding issue. 
 
Yours in Service, 

 
Calvin S. Hawkins, II 
Prince George’s County Council Member At-Large 
 


