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The Legislative Officer provided a summary of the bill and referral comments that were received. CB-50-2015 
concerns COMMON OWNERSHIP COMMUNITIES PROGRAM for the purpose of enhancing the County’s 
Common Ownership Communities Program by providing for violations, charges, and fees; and generally relating to 
Common Ownership Communities.

John Gwynn, with the Prince Georges County Office of Law, Musa Eubanks and Dereck Davis with the Prince 
Georges County Office of Consumer Relations, and April Womack, Chair of the Alternative Dispute Resolution 
Subcommittee for the Common Ownership Task Force answered committee questions and provided additional 
information to the Committee.
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Amendments are as follows:

1.  On page 3, in line 21, after "date of reserve" strike "study" and substitute "studies".

2.  On page 3, in line 23, after "The" strike "association" and substitute "Common Ownership Community".

3.  On page 3, in line 29, after "The governing body of a" strike "homeowners' association, the council of unit owners
of a condominium and the board of directors of a cooperative housing corporation" and substitute "community 
association". 

4.  On page 4, in line 1, strike "The County Executive by regulation adopted pursuant to Section 13-315(b) may 
establish reasonable fees in amounts sufficient to fund the provision of dispute resolution and technical assistance by 
the Commissions and the Department" and substitute "By ordinance, the County may impose a fee to provide 
administrative hearing services for the resolution of disputes involving Common Ownership Communities located in 
the County".

5.  On page 4, in line 3, strike "These fees  may include: (1) a per unit annual charge to common ownership 
communities to renew registration; (2) fees for service, that seek to recover the actual cost of the service, for 
technical assistance and dispute resolution; and (3) a per unit charge to developers when documents are recorded."

The Office of Law determined that CB-50-2015 (DR-2), as voted out of committee, was not in proper legislative 
form due to the lack of authority to enforce the language on Page 3, Lines 27 through 29, which reads:  “a suspension
of the Common Ownership Community Association’s right to file legal actions in Prince George’s County.”

The Office of Audits and Investigation indicated there may be a positive fiscal impact on the County as a result of 
enactment CB-50-2015, should the County Executive decide to impose fees.  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:
(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)
This bill provides for violations, charges, and fees set for Common Ownership Communities as part of the Common 
Ownership Communities Program. 
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