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This bill will expand the definition of what is considered a public nuisance for the purpose of providing adequate
protection to the public as it applies to prostitution, human trafficking and activities involving a criminal gang and
extends to activity on residential premises. Staff gave an overview of the bill which expands the authority of the
County Nuisance Abatement Board to include nuisances occurring on residential and commercial premises, and
broaden the types of nuisances for which the Board may impose sanctions. The Committee members discussed the
functioning of the Nuisance Abatement Board and whether a restructuring of the Board is needed. Ron Wineholt, a
representative from the Apartment and Office Building Association of Metropolitan Washington (AOBA), stated that
AOBA had no opposition to the purpose of the bill and recommended amendments to ensure that property owners
receive fair treatment.

During the worksession the bill was amended as follows:
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1. On page 3, line 20 delete “service or posting of the notice” and insert “the Board has mailed a copy of the notice
and complaint to the property owner”

2. On page 4, line 5 insert “(5) The Board shall stay their proceedings against alandlord if the tenant’s actions are the
basis for the complaint and the landlord provides evidence that they have filed a complaint in the District Court to
repossess the leased premises.”

The Office of Law has reviewed this bill and finds it to be in proper legislative form with no legal impedimentsto its
enactment.

The enactment of CB-26-2013 will not have an adverse fiscal impact on the County.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION/FISCAL IMPACT:

(Includes reason for proposal, as well as any unique statutory requirements)

On October 19, 1993, the County Council enacted CB-63-1993 which provided for the abatement of nuisances where
commercial property is used for unlawful purposes involving controlled dangerous substances, established a civil
administrative process and created the Nuisance Abatement Board. The proposed legislation will expand the
definition of what is considered a public nuisance for the purpose of providing adequate protection to the public as it
applies to prostitution, human trafficking and activities involving a criminal gang.
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