




Immigrant families make up our communities



Prince George’s County Residents Facing Deportation

2/16/2018

• Elderly Haitian green card holder, 
licensed minister with USC children, 
lived in Prince George’s County for 
decades

• Adult son/caretaker of severely ill Prince 
George’s County resident with 
temporary protected status



Immigration detention = jail

2/16/2018



Lack of Access to Counsel

Immigrants do not have a 
right to government-

appointed counsel



Lack of Access to Counsel

2/16/2018



Source: TRAC



SAFE (Safety and Fairness for 
Everyone) Cities Network

A multi-jurisdiction network  
dedicated to providing 
publicly-funded 
representation for people 
facing deportation.



Current SAFE Cities Network: 
11 Cities and Counties



SAFE Cities Network
• Focus on detained removal defense 

• Goal of universal representation 

• Public funding investment

• Vera provides:

• “Catalyst fund” match 
• TA to jurisdictions and legal services providers
• Program reporting and research
• Strategic communications support



NYIFUP: The Model for SAFE Cities 

Model piloted and proven by Vera

Pilot in FY2013 ($500k)

Vera released an evaluation in 2017 –
proved the success of the model
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NYIFUP evaluation: 
Representation Matters!

48%
The estimated percentage of 

successful NYIFUP cases.
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4%
The percentage of 

successful cases for 
unrepresented people in 

NYC before NYIFUP. 

People who win their legal case gain or maintain work 
authorization, manifesting in $2.7 million in 

annual projected tax revenues.
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Immigrants in Removal Proceedings in NYC 
are Entrenched in The Community

residing 
in the United 
States for the 
average 
NYIFUP client 

1,859
children 

with a NYIFUP parent 
among 1,772 clients. 
Majority have legal 
status.

64% of NYIFUP clients 
were employed. years

14

41%
of NYIFUP clients 
entered or resided in 
the U.S. legally.



Being a member of SAFE Cities
National Network

Program Reporting and Evaluation

Technical Assistance and Trainings

Impact on family unity, economic stability, due process



SAFE Cities convenings and future trainings 



Communications



Family unity, economic growth, due process
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