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May 24, 2018
Planning Board Meeting

Exhibits Transmitted to Development Review

AGENDA ITEMS #5 & 6

DETAILED SITE PLAN DSP-17037

CONSERVATION PLAN CP-17005

ERITREAN CHURCH

The following exhibits were accepted and entered into the record:

Town of Colmar Manor Letter/Email EXHIBIT #1

MARIE PROCTOR 5/24/2018

Sign and Date

2-pages
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Lawrence N. Taub

From: Sadara Barrow <SBarrow@colmarmanor.org> ' BY PGCPB ON 5-‘9“4"’ 9
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2018 6:26 AM M#_ 516 CASE # DsP i7037
To: Mncppc AHIBIT # Cp-1700S
Cc: Lawrence N. Taub Town oF Colmar Manoy Lf,
Subject: Testimony: DSP-17037 - Town of Colmar Manor EXubit #-{

As response to the most recent MNCPPC "Approval with Conditions" for DPS-17037, the Town
offers the following testimony:

The Eritrean Church has met with the Mayor and Town Council of Colmar Manor several times
prior to and after initial application for the development requested for the property indicated in
the application. With successful communications and compromise, the Church agreed to an
amendment to their original application which is included in the "AMENDED STATEMENT
OF JUSTIFICATION”. This compromise is a win-win scenario for the Church, the Town, and
the County.

In the amended statement -- In paragraph 2 of I. PROPERTY, it is stated in paraphrase that the
Church has agreed to work with the Town to convert the existing building close to Newark road
to a multiuse building including at least 4 stories of multifamily residential development pending
funding and market trends to complete a phase II of the project (due diligence no less than 1 year
from the start of phase 1). While this paragraph clearly states that the current application is not
for this specific outcome at this time (phase II), the fact that it is included in the application is
important to us, and we want it referenced in the “conditions” for the current application being
approved.

The importance of the request to this conditional approval:

1. The Church has agreed to work with the Town on this improvement within the next
year.

2. The residents of the Town will be significantly burdened with additional taxes if this
entire site is defined as a Church site, so phase II is essential to this Town as a whole.

3. While we feel the good will of the Church is sincere, we know that conditions to
current permits help formalize planning towards the desired outcome (phase I0).

4. AND MOST IMPORTANT: Phase II as suggested will require building on top of
the current structure close to Newark Road. That means the foundation of that site
MUST be prepared NOW to accept additional stories. This needs to be a part of the
Current Detailed Site plan otherwise the statement in paragraph 2 of the “AMMENDED
STATEMENT OF JUSTIFICATION” is almost irrelevant and potentially

misleading. This structure design really needs to be a part of the Current DSP.

Future justification for this request comes directly from the Port Town Sector Plan:



1. This site is identified as the #1 implementation action to move forward the Port
Towns Bladensburg Road Corridor Character vision. (page 115)

2. This location provides the location of the highest and best use in Colmar Manor.

3. The Port Towns Waterfront Character Area goal three- Mixed use development
overlooking waterfront park” (page 21)

4. The Bladensburg Road Gateway/Main Street Character Area goal four- “Preservation
and expansion of housing options” - the phase IT discussed with the Church is the

only “expansion available in Colmar Manor. (page 28)

5. Policy I, Strategies 1 - “Implement the prosed Port Towns Riverview mixed -use
project.... (page 28)

6. Policy 4:, Strategies 2 - “Support mixed-use development that includes residences
on the upper floors”(page 32)

7. For the section — Economic Development, Objective four “Expand residential
development that creates addition market demand for future retail and office uses. (page
87)

We are grateful that the Eritrean Church has been willing to talk to us (the Town) and make good
will agreement to a future feasible development (phase II); this phase II is essential to the
Town, and we will do whatever is necessary to ensure the Phase IT happens. Essential to that is

the structure of the building next to Newark road, so we need this to be considered a “condition”
to the current application approval.

We know that the original vison for the Riverview at this site is not feasible at the time, we do thing the
agreement we have with Church is very promising. | hope you all can see how our request make sense
to continue to achieve the vision forged in the Port Towns Sector Plan developed; which included so
much stakeholder involvement.

| thank you for your consideration in this matter, and we truly look forward to the Eritrean Church
moving forward with a successful and collaborative development.

Sadara Barrow

Mayor

Town of Colmar Manor
3701 Lawrence Street
O 301-277-4920

M 240-498-5466
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