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2002 General Plan Plan Prince George’s 2035
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2002 General Plan
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2002 Approved General Plan Goals

at least 33% no more than 
66%

No more than 
1%
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2002 Approved General Plan Goals*

at least 33% no more than 
66%

No more than 
1%

25%
73%

2%

*How we actually 
grew from 2002 - 2010
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The Development Pattern of Business as Usual
• Continued Sprawl

• Remain a “bedroom community”

• Strains County’s budget
– Longer/More Roads (maintenance)
– Emergency services spread thin

• Fuels congestion
– Higher commuting costs

• Less investment and job generation

• Lower tax revenue
– Rely on Residential Tax Base

• Loss of farm land and rural character

• Degraded natural resources 6



Plan Prince George’s 2035
Approved May 2014

2014 National Capital Area Chapter Planning 
Award Winner
• Outstanding Regional or Comprehensive Plan
• Outstanding Implemented Project, Program or 

Tool (Prince George’s County Downtown 
Diagnostic Index)

2017 American Planning Association 
• Bronze Level Award for Comprehensive Plan 

Standards for Sustaining Places
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Land Use

Economic Prosperity

Transportation and Mobility

Natural Environment

Housing and Neighborhoods

Community Heritage, Culture, and Design

Healthy Communities

Public Facilities

Plan Elements
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500 square miles

863,420 residents
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Research Findings
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Metro Stations
• Major 

infrastructure 
investment

• 15 metro stations 
of total 86 
region,2nd to only 
DC 

15
Metro Stations
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Regional Job Growth 
near Metro is 
4x that of PGC

Washington DC Region

Prince George’s County

12



2002 General Plan Plan 2035
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Growth Policy 
Map
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Regional 
Transit Districts 

50%Local Centers 
25%

Established 
Communities

20%

Employment 
Areas

4%

Rural and 
Agricultural 

Areas
1%

Growth Policy 
Map
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In Designated 
Centers 

The Rest of the 
County

29.5% 70.5%

Growth Goal Summary
2002 General Plan vs. Plan 2035

2002 General Plan
In Designated 

Centers 
The Rest of the 

County

75% 25%

Plan 2035
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Downtown Diagnostic Index

An analysis of General Plan Centers

• Quantitative Analysis Tool

• Seven Categories

• 31 indicators

• Ranks centers (most complete)

• Comparing to ourselves

• Looking to Identify Regionally Competitive 
Economic Generators

• Identifying assets and deficits
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Regional Transit Districts

• Largo Town Center Metro (Downtown)
• New Carrollton Metro (Downtown)
• Prince George’s Plaza Metro (Downtown)
• Branch Avenue Metro
• College Park/UM Metro/M Square Purple Line
• Greenbelt Metro
• National Harbor
• Suitland Metro
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Zoning Rewrite

• New Transit-Oriented/Activity Center Zones
• Implements policies for Plan 2035 Centers and 

Innovation Corridor
• Range from neighborhood to downtown scale
• High standards for urban design and 

walkability
• Reduced parking minimums
• Urban focused road APF requirements
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New Center Base Zones
• Neighborhood Activity Center (NAC)

• Town Activity Center (TAC)

• Local Transit-Oriented Center (LTO)

• Regional Transit-Oriented Center-Low (RTO-L)

• Regional Transit-Oriented Center-High (RTO-H)
 Downtowns

Branch Avenue Metro
RTO-L

Largo Town Center
RTO-H



Where Is Downtown Prince George’s County?

SILVER SPRING
BETHESDA

TYSON’S CORNER
ROSSLYN-BALLSTON

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA 

COLUMBIA

ANNAPOLIS

?
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Moving Forward

Commit to the Vision, Set a Plan, Establish Priorities, 
Move into Action, Stay the Course
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Strategic 
Investment Map
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