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Topics:

• What is the Managed Lane Study?
• Where is the Study Area?
• Who is leading this effort?
• What is NEPA?
• Summary of the Alternatives Retained for Detailed 

Study (ARDS)
• Asking SHA to Reconsider
• Problems
• Questions/Discussion



 A study to develop a travel demand 
management solution…on I-495 and I-270

▪ HOT – High-Occupancy Toll Lanes

▪ ETL – Express Toll Lanes

▪ HOV – High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes

 Public/private partnership (P3) agreement
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Pre-NEPA Study  
Underway

No Planned 
Study (VDOT)



 Maryland Department of Transportation 
State Highway Administration.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
SA-NC

http://tom.johnandrewrankin.com/2013/05/what-is-an-online-community/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


 The National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) of 1969 requires federal agencies to 
evaluate the environmental effects of their 
proposed actions.
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You Are 
Here

Step 1  
Initiate the 

NEPA 
Process

Step 2  
Alternatives 

Development

Step 3  
Alternatives 

Analysis 

Step 4  
Draft 

Environmental 
Impact 

Statement 
(DEIS)

Step 5 
Final 

Environmental 
Impact 

Statement/ 
Record of Decision 

(FEIS/ROD)



 Proposed Managed Lane access decisions 
appear to be based entirely on geographic 
impact without consideration of the relationship 
to existing and future origin-destination 
patterns, planned land use, economic 
development considerations, social equity or 
safe and efficient access to transit facilities. 

 Impacts to parkland along I-495 and I-270 have 
likely been underestimated due to discrepancies 
in ownership/control along and including 
portions of both highways. 
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 Public transportation must be considered as 
an integral element in the design of the 
Preferred Alternatives. 

 No statement of justification was provided in 
the ARDS for the termination of the Managed 
Lanes west of MD 5 and assigning VDOT to 
determine the appropriate weaving pattern 
from the end of the Managed Lanes to the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge.



 No planned access to the Managed Lanes 
near the new Hospital

 No Transit Option
 Leaving VDOT to solve the issue of the 

weaving of lanes from MD 5 to the Managed 
Lanes near the National Harbor to the Wilson 
Bridge

 Full interchange at US 1
 Access to US 50/MD 450
 Not Including Prince George’s County’s needs 
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 Taking of property in County:
▪ Residential land

▪ Commercial land

▪ Park land
 VDOT does not currently have plans to review 

the segment in Prince George’s County  from 
MD 5 to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.

 WMATA is studying a heavy rail crossing the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge to National Harbor 
as part of the 2018  law that provided WMATA 
with dedicated funding.
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 SHA is studying HOT/ETL Lanes on the 
Beltway with no Transit option

 VDOT will be responsible for designing the 
Beltway from MD 5 to the Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge

 No access to the new Hospital from the 
Managed Lanes
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Questions/
Discussion


