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CITY OF COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

 
    AGENDA ITEM__20-G-05_ 

 
Prepared By:  Terry Schum, Planning Director       Meeting Date:   1/14/2020 
 
Presented By:  Terry Schum    Consent Agenda:  No 
  

Originating Department: Planning, Community and Economic Development  
 

Action Requested:            Approval of a letter to the Prince George’s County Council supporting a request 
 by the Gilbane Development Company for an exemption from the County 
 school facilities surcharge the Northgate project. 

 

Strategic Plan Goal:  Goal #1:  One College Park 
  

Background/Justification:   
Prince George’s County currently applies a school facilities surcharge to new residential development inside 
the beltway of $9,035 per unit. This surcharge covers anticipated increases in public educational services 
required to accommodate the residents generated by this new development and is considered an impact 
fee. State legislation adopted in 2003 allowed private sector student housing built near the University of 
Maryland to be exempt from this surcharge based on its limited or no impact on public schools. All eligible 
student housing projects built in College Park since this time have received the exemption. The legislation 
has been modified over the years and in 2019 the following language was adopted: 
 
 “To promote the goals of the University District Vision 2020, as that vision or plan may be amended from 
time to time, on recommendation of the City of College Park, the governing body of Prince George’s County, 
by resolution, may exempt some or all of the school facilities surcharge for undergraduate student housing 
built west of US Route 1, north of Knox Road, and south of Metzerott Road.” 
 
On December 18, 2019, legal counsel for Gilbane Development Company submitted a letter requesting that 
the City recommend to Prince George’s County that an exemption of the school facilities surcharge be 
approved for the proposed Northgate student housing project. The Northgate project is being built as student 
housing targeting University of Maryland students and will be fully furnished and leased by the bed. Based 
on this, the developer would qualify under the law to receive an exemption.  
 
During the Worksession discussion on January 7, Gilbane indicated that there would be an impact on the 
design quality of the project if the surcharge exemption was not received. Gilbane stated that they would 
provide more specific information to the City Council regarding this impact prior to the January 14 meeting. 
Staff has not received this information but will forward to the Council as soon as it is obtained. 
 

Fiscal Impact:    
The Finance Director has prepared Attachment 1 that itemizes the estimated taxes that would be received 
by both the City and County as a result of this project. Based on the estimated value upon completion of 
$80,925,000, County property taxes alone would be an estimated $749,366 annually. The value of the 
surcharge exemption, a one-time waiver, totals $2,674,360. 

 

Council Options:   
1. Recommend a full or partial school facilities surcharge exemption for the Northgate project. 
2. Recommend a full school facilities surcharge exemption. 
3. Recommend a partial school facilities surcharge exemption. 

4. Do not recommend any school facilities surcharge exemption. 
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Staff Recommendation: 
#1 
    

Recommended Motion:   
I move that the City County send a recommendation to the Prince George’s County Council supporting a full 
or partial exemption from the school facilities surcharge. 

 

Attachments: 
1. Letter of request for exemption 
2. Estimated City and County taxes generated by project 
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