
FY 22 Budget Review for Committee of the Whole, Prince George’s County Council

Executive Director: Steven E. Darcey, 
CPESC

FY 22 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
BUDGET REVIEW

5301 Marlboro Race Track Road
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

301.574.5162 x 3 | SEDarcey@co.pg.md.us
www.pgscd.org

mailto:SEDarcey@co.pg.md.us


FY 22 Budget Review for Committee of the Whole, Prince George’s County Council

DISTRICT OPERATIONS
2021 marks the Prince George’s Soil Conservation District’s 80th year of 

implementing locally led soil and water conservation in Prince George’s 

County.

The Soil Conservation District works inclusive of the Maryland Conservation Partnership along with 23 

other Soil Conservation Districts and over 3000 Districts nationally

The District receives funding, staff, equipment and operating funds from multiple sources

We have three primary partners: 
• Prince George’s County
• Maryland Department of Agriculture
• USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

FY22 Budget Sources:
• County: Prince George’s County Government (65%)
• Federal: U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Natural Resource

Conservation Service (NRCS) (19%)
• Review Fees : Technical Plan Review (7%) 
• Grants: Chesapeake Bay Trust Fund (4%)
• State: Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) (5%)
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FY 22 OPERATING BUDGET 
(PROPOSED)
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SOURCE STAFFING OPERATING TOTAL 
    

Federal $174,300 $336,000 $510,300 
State $128,000 $14,300 $142,300 
County $1,660,300 $99,200 $1,759,500 
S.C. Fees $186,300 $0 $186,300 
Grants $112,100 $0 $112,100 

    
TOTAL $2,261,000 $449,500 $2,710,500 

FY2022 Budget Sources (Proposed)
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Locally Led Soil & Water Conservation Programs 

• Urban Development & Conservation Program

• Rural Agricultural Conservation Program

• Agricultural Land Preservation Program

• Urban Agricultural Conservation Program

• Outreach & Education Programs

THE PRINCE GEORGE’S
SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT IS A 

TECHNICAL SERVICE AGENCY
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FY 21 stats as of March 31, 2021
• Reviewed over 1250 technical submissions and 

approved 314 projects (78% and 54%) respectively
• Maintain average review turn around time of 5.6

business days
• Collaborate w Department of the Environment(DOE), 

Department of Permits, Inspections and Enforcement 
(DPIE), Department of Public Works and Transportation 
(DPWT), Private Consultants and the Clean Water 
Partnership on review and approval of erosion and 
sediment control plans for Storm Water Retrofit projects 
to meet Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) 
and Maryland’s Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP III) 
milestone goals 

• Provide training and on-site construction site 
assessments/field changes with inspectors from cities of 
Greenbelt, Laurel, Bowie and the County (DPIE)

URBAN DEVELOPMENT &
CONSERVATION PROGRAM
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• 60,000 acres of rural agricultural land in Prince 
George’s County with 67% (40,000 ac) privately 

owned 
FY 21 stats as of March 31, 2021

• 2829 acres of SCWQP farm plans have been written 
and implemented w landowners (60%)

• 118 Best Management Practices (BMPs) have been 
installed by producers (60%)

• 2100 acres of farmland have received conservation 
BMP treatment (51%)

• On track to meet/exceed Maryland’s Watershed 
Implementation Plan (WIP III) Goals for FY21
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AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM
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Watering Facility for Livestock

Field Strip cropping System

Farm Irrigation Pond

Dry hydrant in farm pond Irrigation water recovery system

Prince George’s County Agriculture is Diverse a 
wide variety of Best Management Practices are 
to Address Soil and Water Conservation Needs
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AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM

The District administers 3 land preservation programs for the County.
PRESERVED FARMS

HARPP: 49 properties for 4,245 ac

MALPF: 20 properties for 1,971 ac

Rural Legacy: 7 properties for 916 ac

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Maintained State Certification keeping more of 
ag-land transfer tax in Prince George’s County

Have six pending applications for another 433 
ac

Permanently preserved 7129 acres on 76 farms
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Improving Health, Education, Environment & Economic Development 
for Prince Georgians through Urban Agriculture

STATS for FY21 as of March 31, 2021

Conducted 31 site visits, assisted 89 urban ag producers/stakeholders with technical 
assistance

Conducted 7 trainings, workshops, presentations and outreach events 
Produced 7 newsletters, blog posts and publications promoting urban agriculture 

conservation
Partnering w M-NCPPC & ECO-City Farms on an 11 acre “incubator” farm @ 

Watkin’s Regional Park w a grant from National Association of Conservation Districts
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URBAN AGRICULTURAL 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Low tunnels at Sweet Love Flower Farm Lemon thyme & peppers from 
New Brooklyn Farm

High tunnel certification at 
Pale Blue Dot Farm
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Thank you for 
expanding the 
definition of urban 
farming and the 
zones where urban 
farms can locate 
through 
CB-14-2019!

10



FY 22 Budget Review for Committee of the Whole, Prince George’s County Council 11

MULTIPLE PROGRAMS & OUTREACH EVENTS

$26,000 higher education scholarships to students on local winning Envirothon teams 

Provided recycle containers to elementary schools in support of the Public School’s Green School Program 

Only Soil Conservation District to hold a local Envirothon in 2021 in Maryland. Nine teams from six schools will 
participate and will all have the opportunity to participate in the State Envirothon

Students learn about soils in a soil pit
State Delegate James Proctor overseeing 

students as they inspect soil profiles

OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

Envirothon, Arbor Day, Earth Day, Champion Tree Tour, County’s Summer Youth 
Enrichment Program, Summer Intern, Envirothon Scholarship, PGCPS Green School 

Program, PGCPS Environment, Ag & Natural Resources Program & Advisory Committee, 
Soil Health Advisory Committee, Urban Ag Conservation Incubator Farm Project 
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OUTREACH & EDUCATION 
PROGRAM
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Grab N’ Grow coming soon!
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Headquarters:
5301 Marlboro Race Track Road Suite 100
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772
Tel: (301) 574-5162 ext. 3   Fax: (855) 416-9660
Satellite Office:
9400 Peppercorn Place, Suite 219
Largo, Maryland 20774
Tel: (301) 883-3265
pgscd.org | pgscd@co.pg.md.us

The Prince George’s Soil Conservation District prohibits 
discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation 
and marital or family status.

THANK YOU for your support!
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