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Errata and Staff Testimony

1. Mapping Technical Errors

2. Administrative Corrections

3. Error in applying rules for the CN Zone in the Guide to New 
Zones

4. Staff testimony pertaining to revisions for proposed zoning to 
implement the Greater Cheverly Sector Plan
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Agenda

1. Project Background

2. Countywide Map Amendment

3. Next Steps
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Project Background
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Tuesday
May 6, 2014

Plan Prince George’s 2035

Identifies updating the 
County’s Zoning Ordinance 

as the 1st Priority Strategy for 
Plan Implementation
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Why was it updated?

• We need an ordinance that will 
help

⁻ Create jobs

⁻ Increase nonresidential tax base

⁻ Sustain our natural resources and rural 
areas 

⁻ Encourage safe, walkable, and healthy 
communities

6



Prince George’s County
Countywide Map Amendment 7

Tuesday

October 23, 2018

New Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Regulations

• More opportunities for public input, and 
comment

• Higher more modern development 
standards

• Incentivizes development at transit 
stations

• Tools that encourage economic 
development

• Zones that better implement County plans
• An easier-to-read code
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FROM THIS
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TO THIS
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The New Zoning Ordinance (adopted Oct 2018)

Challenge: The Zoning Ordinance contains too many zones and 
uses, fostering confusion. The County has not been achieving the 
development quality we deserve

Solutions:
• Consolidate zones – from 73 to 43

• Consolidate uses – from ~1,200 to ~250

• Ensure each zone has a distinct purpose

• Provide a logical and consistent use structure

• Updated parking, landscaping, and signage standards

• New and modern development standards

What is zoning?:
• Law that determines what we can build and where we can build it

• Determines the land use allowed

• Determines the building form

• Determines that amount of parking
10

Table 27-4102: Classes of Zones
Base Zones

Rural and Agricultural Base Zones
ROS: Reserved Open Space Zone
AG: Agriculture and Preservation Zone
AR: Agricultural-Residential Zone

Residential Zones
RE: Residential Estate Zone
RR: Residential, Rural Zone
RSF‐95: Residential, Single‐Family—95 Zone
RSF‐65: Residential, Single‐Family—65 Zone
RSF‐A: Residential, Single‐Family—Attached Zone
RMF‐12: Residential, Multifamily‐12 Zone
RMF‐20: Residential, Multifamily‐20 Zone
RMF‐48: Residential, Multifamily‐48 Zone

Nonresidential Base Zones
CN: Commercial, Neighborhood Zone
CGO: Commercial, General and Office Zone
CS: Commercial, Service Zone
IE: Industrial, Employment Zone
IH: Industrial, Heavy Zone

Transit-Oriented/Activity Center Base Zones
NAC: Neighborhood Activity Center Zone
TAC: Town Activity Center Zone
LTO: Local Transit-Oriented Zone
RTO-L: Regional Transit-Oriented, Low-Intensity Zone
RTO-H: Regional Transit-Oriented, High-Intensity Zone
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What is the zoning rewrite and the CMA (two parts)
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1. Zoning Ordinance (sets the rules)

• 43 Zones that replace the current 73 zones
– What you can build on a property
– How development must look
– Planning Board’s role in development
– County Council’s role in development

2. Countywide Map Amendment (shows where rules apply)

• Technical, non-substantive mapping exercise
• Applies the new 43 zones on to each property in the County
• Replaces current zones with similar new zones 

– Single-family will remain single-family
– Rural will remain rural
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Countywide Map 
Amendment
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Countywide Map Amendment

CMA Initiation (July 23, 2019)

• CR-27-2019 authorized Planning Department to begin the CMA process

• Goals, Concepts, and Guidelines

• Public Participation Program

• Guide to New Zones
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The CMA will…

• Apply one of the new 43 zones to each property in 
the County

• NOT be an opportunity to make drastic changes; 
or a “free for all”; or a substitute for 
comprehensive planning and zoning; nor amend 
Plan 2035

• Abide by state laws and regulations

• NOT change the boundaries of the neighborhood, 
town, or city, school, zip code, or voting district

• NOT allow commercial or retail uses in single-family 
zones

• Ensure that everyone is playing by the same rules

• Ensure zoning conversions are objective, 
transparent, fair, and equitable
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What We’ve Done
• Hosted regional listening sessions and special 

district-wide sessions

• Updated the project website and created 
new digital mapping tools with thousands of 
users of the "swipe tool"

• Answered phone calls and emails from 
hundreds of stakeholders

• Hosted an agency coordination meeting

• Briefed municipalities, MBIA, civic 
associations, and other stakeholders

• Created numerous fact sheets: summary 
sheets, and comparison documents to 
explain major changes and impact of new 
code

• Four Countywide notices mailed to every 
home, business, and property owner
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Countywide Map Amendment

Proposed Zoning Map

• PGAtlas

• Zoning Map Books
– Laurel-Beltsville Senior Activity 

Center

– Wayne K. Curry Sports & Leaning 
Center

– County Administrative Building

– Hillcrest Heights Community Center

– Southern Regional Tech & Rec 
Complex

• Swipe Tool
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CMA SWIPE TOOL

http://mncppc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingSwipe/index.html?appid=7fb3b59248b5445c962dc617eb366195&embed
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Countywide Map Amendment  

Project Webpage
• Swipe Tool
• Zoning Maps
• New Code (link)
• Videos
• FAQ
• Project Reports

18Zoningpgc.pgplanning.com

ZoningPGC.pgplanning.com



Prince George’s County
Countywide Map Amendment 19

SMITH JAMES & JANET
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dr
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774-8841
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Regional Education Sessions (Open House Format)

• North
Thursday Nov 7th, 2019
College Park Airport Operations Building
1909 Corporal Frank Scott Drive, College Park
6:00-8:00 p.m.

• Central
Thursday Nov 21st, 2019
Sports and Learning Complex
8001 Sheriff Road, Landover
6:00-8:00 p.m.

• South
Saturday Nov 23rd, 2019
Southern Regional Technology & Recreation Complex
7007 Bock Road, Fort Washington
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
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CMA Generalized Schedule
Milestone Date/Season

New Adopted Zoning Ordinance (District Council) 

• New zones (consolidated from 73 to 43) and Subdivision Regulations 
October 23, 2018

CMA Initiation (District Council) 

• Goals, Concepts, and Guidelines and Public Participation Program

• Guide to New Zones 

• Public Notice

July 23, 2019

Map Preparation and Public Engagement 

• Prepare Preliminary Zoning Map (following Guide to New Zones)

• Interactive digital map “Swipe Tool” is made available for public use

• Conduct Community Meetings and Regional Education Sessions

• Neighborhood and Community Briefings

Fall 2019-Summer 2021

Joint Public Hearing September 13 and 14, 2021

Close of Public Record September 29, 2021

Approval Phase
• Planning Board Worksessions and Endorsement

• All Pending Zoning Map Amendments are Postponed

• District Council Work sessions

• CMA Approval by District Council

Winter 2021
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Thank You
Zoning Rewrite Project Team

301-952-4944

zoningpgc@ppd.pgplanning.com

@ZoningPGC
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ZoningPGC.pgplanning.com


